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was suspended, and an inquiry was held. Dr.
Bentley, as Chief Officer, suspended the
matron, but the Under Secretary promptly
reinstated her, Next Dr. Webster sus-
pended the matron. There was another in-
quiry, this time by the Public Service Com-
missioner, who immediately reinstated ber.
How in such cirenmstances ean we hope to
secure reasonable administeation? What will
happen to the patients, and where does the
taxpayer come in while quarrels of this
nature are going on? To overcome the dif-
ficulty Dr. Webster has been transferred to
Claremont.

There is another point, namely, the treat-
ment of the patients at Heathcote. Dr.
Webster is particularly well versed in the
cardiozol treatment, which has given such
successful results. What will become of
that treatment? Does the new man know
anything about it? I understand there has
been eone death at Heatheote, but I am not
attributing that to the new doetor. What
may bappen if treatment of this sort is
entrusted to a man who does not understand
it? I hope the Chief Secretary will clean
up the whole trouble one way or the other.
If some of the excentive officers are want-
ing in their duties, let them be transferred.
I hope the Minister will not leave thimgs
in their present unsatisfactory state. Bvery-
one s diseatisfied. Something should be done
to overcome the econtinual biekering and
quarrelling that occurs. Suspensions ave
becoming almost a weekly oceurrence. Let
us put a stop to all this trouble and protect
the patients in the institution. They de-
serve cvery protection. There are other
matters that I eould have dealt with but I
will leave them till g later date. T trust my
remarks will not be regarded by the Chief
Seerctary and Honorary Minister in any
personal way. I have never indulged in
personalities, I notiee that the Chief Sec-
retary is smiling.

The Chief Secretary:
vour colleague.

Ilon. C. F. BAXTER: All my endeav-
ours are in the direetion of working unitedly
with other political sections in Parliament
for the henefit of the Statc as a whole. T
support the motion.

On motion by Hon. 1E. V. Piesse, debate
adjourned,

I was smiling at

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,500,000,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

House adjeurned at 6.17 p.m,
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p.m., and read prayers

MOTION—CONDOLENCE.

The late Won. 8. W, Munsic, M.L.A., aud
the tale Mr. K. V. Brockman, M.J.A.

THE PREMIER (llon. J. C. Willeock—
Gieraldton) [4.34]: T move—

That thiz Iouse desires to place upun
record its profound sense of the loss sus-
tained in the passing of the late IIon, Selby
Walter Munsie, 2 member ot this House and
Minister for Mines anld Iealth of the State
it the time of his death, and that an ox-
pression of the sincerest syvmpathy of mem-
bers be vonveyed to his widow and family by
Mr. Speaker; and that this llouse desires 1o
place upon record its profound sense of {he
loss sustained in the passing of the late Mr.
dmund Vernon Brockman, a member of this
Housce at the time of his death, wnd that an
cxpression of the sincerast sympathy of
members be conveved to his widew and
family by NMr, Speaker,

It is with deep sorrow I move this motion
deploring the great loss sustained by the
country in the death of the two hon. mem-
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bers. The late Mr. Munsie, as we are all
aware, was a member of this House for a
lengthy period, over 26 years, having en-
tered it in 1911, Tn 1924 he became a Minis-
ter without portfolio administering the De-
partment of Publie Health, and in 1927 he
beeame Minister for Mines and Minister for
Public Health. All of us know the respect
and esteem which the late Mr. Munsie in-
spired. We knew his unhounded energy and
enthusiasm in all matters that he underfook
to deal with from an administrative point of
view. Though sometimes Ministers are
called upon to undertake duties which do
not entirely appeal to them, we know that
everybody cannot have the same portfolio.
Mr. Munsie, however, was peeuliarly fitted
by temperament and interest and outlook to
administer the two portfolios of Mines and
Publie Health. His predilections were for
those two departments, and it was a pleasure
to him to be appointed to them. For many
years he administered {hem with eonspien-
ons ability. The health of the community,
and particnlarly that of the poorer section
of the community, was near and dear to his
heart. Every advanee made while he was
in charge of the Public Health Department
represented a distinet personal pleasure to
him. Whenever an advance could be made
in ministering to the poorer section, and
also to the general welfare, he was enthusi-
astically in favour of if. The late Mr
Munsie felt it not only a duty but a great
pleasure and privilege to be associated with
those advances. As regards mining, some-
what similar conditions obtained. Mr. Mun-
sie was brought up as 2 miner, and worked
in the industry for vears. When he was a
private member, anything affeeting the min-
ing industry reeeived his closest considera-
tion, AHl that tended towards the welfare
of the industry and that of the men working
in it had his fervent advoeacy. I repeat,
it was a privilege and a pleasure to Mr.
Munsie to be in charge of the Departments
of Mines and Puhlic Health. His passing
leaves the State poorer, because of the sin-
cerity and energy and enthusiasm which he
displayed in the administration of the de-
partments confided to him. In respect of
those qualities—though one does not like to
draw comparisons—Mr. Munsie was hardly
to be equalled. I ask the House to place
oun reeord its sympathy with his relatives and
its deep regret at his passing. We feel great
sorrow at the loss of one who did so muech

in those two departments and as an adminis-
trator generally, and we fecl appreciation of
the great services the deceased gentleman
rendered to the State.

I am also anxious to refer to the member
for Sussex. When I inention that hon.
member’s name, I turn almost automatically .
towards the chair he oceupied in this Cham-
ber. Mr. Brockman came of a distinguished
family of pioneers, who did so much for
that portion of the State which he subse-
quently represented in  Puarliament. Mr.
Brockman was not with us very long. He
was first elected in 1933, so his tenure of the
seat was comparatively brief. However, it
is recognised on all sides that he thoroughly
understood, from living amongst the people
of the South-West, all their problems and
all the problems of the country. He thor-
oughly knew what eould be done with that
country. Prior to entering the House he
had occupied many public positions, and n
this Chamber there was a general re-
speet for his alert understanding. When-
ever Mr. Brockman addressed the Hounse
on matters connected with the south-wes-
tern portion of the State, we all knew that
he spoke from a perfeet comprehension.
He was of great assistance in passing on to
us information which he had gained in a
lifetime’s work in the South-West. All
his speeches were reeeived with the utmeost
respeet, because all of us felt that he com-
pletely understood the subject and was
thoroughly competent to express vaiuable
opinions on it. The House is the poorer
beeause of the loss of those {wo gentlemen
who gave such distinet service to the House
during the -timme they were members of it
Wae know that every member tries to do his
best and does his best, but the gentlemen
who are the subject of these motions ren-
dered a tremendous service to this coun-
try. I am sure that all members will he
anxions to join in a message of condolence
to the relatives of these two distinguished
men. It is therefore not with pleasure,
but at Jeast with sympathetic understand-
ing that I now desire to move the mation
I have read.

HON. €. G. LATHAM (York) [4+41]: T
desire to associate myself with the vemarka
of the Premier. It is, of course, in one’'s
duty through life to express regret, as the
Premier has already expressed it, at the
passing of men that have rendered service
to this State. The late Mr. Munsie will
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certainly be missed from this Chamber,
He was a vigorous debater and had very
fixed ideas. As the Premier has pointed
out, he was a man who did his very best
not only for the people he represented, but
tor all sections of the community. To-
wards the latter period during which he
served in this House, there were times
when I felt he should have been away from
the Chamber. Had he not devoted himself
so thoroughly to the work of the country
in which he was engaged, he would prob-
ably have lengthened his life. But at times
when he should not have been here he rose
to debate a nuestion in that vigorous man-
ner that was so charaeteristie of him. I
do not know of any man who has faced the
sibjeets with which he had to deal so seri-
ously as aid the late Mr. Munsie. He cer-
tainly was not always vight, bu¢ he was
always able to maintain the point he raised
whether he was right or wrong. He will
be missed and his pesition will he diffieunlt
to fill. He had a thorongh knowledge of
the departments he administered, as the
Premier has pointed out, and he devoted a
great deal of time particularly to the health
of the people of this State. Some of the
legislation for which he was responsible will
probably last much longer than that of
many other Ministers. When people of
the future come to consider some of the
legislation that he placed on the Statute-
book, they will be compelled to admit that
Western Australin produced semeone with
a good deal of knowledge of the require-
ments of the community. On this side of
the House we differed from him in polities,
but there was no hard feeling in respect
to those differences, and that is charae-
teristic of this House. Jlr. Brockman, of
course, belonged fo the farming communn-
ity. e was a deseemdant of one of the
old pioneers andl devoted his time to bene-
fiting the people of the couniry. Both
men will be sadly missed. Many times Mr.
Brockman came into my room and we dis-
cussed varions problems, and his passing
has left a void that will be difficult to fill.
I used often to discuss matters with him
- that affected not only the farming com-
munity, but the State gencrally, and the
was always sound in his adviee and the
views he held. T regret that we have to
associate ourselves with messages of con-
dolence to the widows and families of these
men, bat we can convey to them our recos-
nition of the faet that the latr members

performed services of great value in the
interests of the people of this State, and
that despite the political \differences of
hon. members, all on both sides of the
House, appreciate the great work they per-
formed. Much as I regret the necessity
for our doing so, I feel that this side of
the House must associate itself with every-
thing said by the Premier in conveying to
the relatives our deepest remret on the
passing of men who served their couutry
so well.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.45]:
On behalf of those in this part of the
Hounse I desire to sopport the motion sub-
mifted by the Premier. The late M.
Munsie for a long time filled very dis-
tinguished offiecs under the Crown and dis-
chavged the duties associated with those
officcs with great ability. He was a man of
broad humanitarian fecling and the State
and this House have suffered a loss by the
passing of one who was so well equipped to
render service to the State and to the House.
The late Mr, Brockman was very near the
ideal of n member for the district he repre-
sented. It did not matter how far he had
to travel or how arduous the duty that he
had to undertnke, he never hesitated if he
thonght it would benefit or help a single
member of his constitueney. Going through
his district recently, T found that he was not
only respeeted by, but also had the deep
affection of all the people—I think without
exception—in his large constituency. His
passing is u very great loss to the State, We
desive to be associated with the expressions
of sympathy to the relatives of those two
members.

Question passed: members standing.

QUESTIONS (3)—MINING.
Reservations.

M. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What was the total number of
mining reservations in existenee on the 3lst
July, 19387 2, What is the total avea com-
prised in the whole of them? 3, What num-
ber of these reservations was granted under
the nmended Act of 19379 4, What s the
total number of applications lodged for re-
servations under Section 297 of the Mining
Act for the year ended 3lst July, 1938, and
not yet finalised?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
i, 21, 2,5842. 3,19 41
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Men prohibited from working.

Mr. BSTYANTS asked the Minister for
Mines: How many men have heen prohibited
from working in mines, under Section 13 of
the Mine Workers’ Reilief Act, since Ist
January, 19347

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
66.

Workers’ Compensation paymnents.

Mr. STYANTS usked the Minister for
Employment: What amount of money was
paid by the State Insuranee Office under the
Workers’ Compensation Act in respeet of
aceidents in the mining industry for the
years 1934-5, 1935-6, and 1936-7, and to end
June, 1938¢

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: Year 1934-35, £70,838 10s. 7d.:
year 1935-36, £89,426 12s, 7d.; year 1936-37,
£118,892 12s. 6d.; year 1937-38, £116,752
17s. 4d.  Amounts paid in respeet of Miners’
Phthisis are not ineladed.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLIES.
Hydraulic Survey.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Water
Supplies: 1, Has the report on the recently
.completed hydranlie survey over certain
Great Southern and other arcas yet heen
submitted to him or to the Director of
Works? 2, If not vet submitted, when is it
likely to be? 3, Whether vet submitted or
not, will he (having regard te the very
critieal water supply position in the avea
affected by the survey) undertake to lose no
time in making a statement on the report, so
that the further necessary steps may be
taken expeditiously, and so that any de-
eision to give effeet to the recommendations
or any part of them may be executed with
the least possible delay?

The MINISTER TFOR WATER SUP-
PLIES replied: 1, 2, and 3, The engincering
survey report has heen submitted to the Dir-
ector of Works. This is now lheing cheeked
and examined, baving special regard to the
hydraulies of the proposals. Upon receipt of
the Dircetor’s report defining the area cap-
able of being supplied from the proposed
headworks, the financial and economic fea-
tures of the projeet will be thoroughly in-
vestigated fo enable the Clovernment to
arrive at a decision. All possible expedition
is being exercised consistent with the magni-

tude and importance of the seheme contem-
plated.

QUESTION--RAILWAYS, IMPORTED
AND COLLIE COAL.

My, WILSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What was the price per
ton of imported rconl to the Railway De-
partment in the truek at Fremantle on
30th June, 1937, and 30th June, 1938, re-
spectively? 2, What was the priee per
ton of local coal to the Railway Department
at the pit’s mouth, Collie, on 30th June,
1937, and 30th June, 1938, respectively?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 30th June, 1937, large 38s. 2d.,
small nil; 30th June, 1938, large 4ls. 8d.,
small 38s. 2d. 2, 30th June, 1937, large
13s. 9.17d., small 9s. 6.21d.; 30th Juane, 1938,
large 13s. 6.12d., small 9s, 4.70d.

QUESTION—COLLIE COAL INDUSTRY.

Davidson Aweard.

Mr. WILSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What are the names of all the
hodies which took part in the negotiations
that led to the decisions now kunown in the
coal industry of Western Australin ns the
Davidson award? 2, What are the names
of all the parties now governed by that
award?

The AMINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Amalgamated Collierics of W.A.
Ltd. The Commissicner of Railways. 2,
Amalgamated Collieries of W.A. Ltd. The
Commissioner of Railways.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion by the Premier grdered: That
the House, unless otherwise ordered, shall
meet for the despateh of business on Tues-
days, Wednesidays, and Thorsdays at 4.30
p.m., and shall sit unti] 6.15 p.n, if neeces-
gary, and, if requisite, from 7.30 p.m, on-
wards,

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier ordered: That
on Tuesdays and Thursdays Government
business ghall take precedence of all Motions
and Orders of the Day.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr, North, leave of absence
for six wecks granted to Mr, J. MacCallum
Smith (North Perth) on the ground of ur-
gent privale husiness.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,500,000,

o Message.

-Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier resolved:

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended a8 is necessary to enable resolutions
from the Committees of Supply and of Ways
and Means to be reported and adopted on the
same day on which they shall have passed
those Committees, and also the passing of a
Supply Bill through all its stages in one day,
and to enable the business aforesaid to be
entered upon and dealt with before the Address-
in-reply is adopted.

In Commiltee of Supply,
The House resolved into Committee of
Supply, Mr. Sleeman in the Chair.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock—-
Geraldton} [4.48]: I move—

That there be granted to His Majesty on
aceount of the services of the year ending on

30th  June, 1939, a sum not exceeding
£2,500,000.
This amount is required to finance the

State’s operations until the Estimates are
passed. The Estimates are well in hand
and it is expected fo present them to Par-
liament at an early date. The amount of
Supply asked for is as follows:—

A

Consolidated Revenue Fuad .. 1,700,000
General Loan Fund 300,000
Treasurcr’s Advanec 400,000

Total £2,500,000

The Bill is for three months’ Supply and
the total is similar to that of last year.
For the first three months of the last fin-
ancial year the expenditure from Consoii-
dated Revenne was £1,728,353, which does
not inelude expenditure under special Acts
sueh as interest, sinking fund, contribu-
tions, ete. The amount required from Gen-
eral Loan Fund will cover the expenditure
for the first three months of the financial
year, and will be partieularly required to

ensure sufficient employment for those who
are dependent on the Government for re-
lief. The Loan Fund will be used to the
best advantage, enabling as many men as
possible to be employed on useful works.
The Treasurer’s Advance is to meet expen-
diture that cannot for the time being bhe
charged against votes, or otherwise cleared.
The amount asked for is £300,000. It was
estimated last year that there would be a
deficit of £128,855, but the actual result
was & defieit of £10,693, an improvement
on the estimate of £118,162.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.52]:
While T am aware thot the Premier has a
certain amount of money on hand, he has
not made arrangements for the collection of
the arrears of all the taxes that are due.
He has no authorisation from the 30th June
except that applying to the arrears, I
should have expected the Premier, in view
of what was contained in the Governor’s
Speech, to make some pronouncement ns to
what alteration was propesed in regard to
taxation. The amount asked for hy the
Treasurer is eonsiderable, and presumably,
with the credit balance of £10,000 he had
on the 30th June last

The Premier: No, it was a debit balanee.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, I meant a
debit balanece—he bas no authority for the
colleetion of any taxes except those that are
in arrear.

The Premier: Except the financial emer-
geney tax.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Yes, that might
be expected to bring in a little over half a
million in the next six months—{rom the
30th June last to the end of December.
There is no doubt that a considerable
amount of arrears will be collected through
ordinary taxation channels. T do not know
the reason for it, but it is a faet that =
great many assessment notices have not yet
reached the people. I do not know whether
the Treasurer is aware of that, but I am
aware of it, and consequently a econsider-
able sum of money could have been avail-
able to the Premier by the 30th June. No
doubt that will be available between now
and the end of the year. Some pronounce-
ment should be made by the Government in
the dircction I have snggested. We are
asked to provide over two milliens, and I
want fo know what the policy of the Gov-
ernment is going to be in the way of taxa-
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tion. We cannot have movey without taxe-
tion, and it is expected that af the end of
the year there will be some alteration in the
finaneial emergency tax. I have come to the
conclusion that the financial emergency fax
will be abolished in name only, and I have
an idea that the tax will be collected at the
source in a compulsory way along the lines
of the Act in existence now. At the pre-
sent time, however, it is paid in a voluntary
way.

Mr. Raphael: T do not know that it is
voluntary.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There is a provi-
sion in the Income Tax Act which was
passed last year enabling the tax to be paid
from month to month, by way of contribu-
tion from the source. Judging from what we
heard in the Licut.-Governor’s Speech the
other day, it looks to me that it is the policy
of the Government to bring in a form of com-
pulsery payment at the source. I am aware
what a million of money means to the Gov-
ernment, and I know that there would be
some diffienlty in balaneing the Budget
without that sum of money. Is it the in-
tention of the Government to bring in some
new form of taxation? The sum asked for
is very large and it may be only a little
more than that for the eorresponding
period of last vear. All the zame it is a hig
sum and we should be taken into the confi-
dence of the Government and told how it is
proposed to raise the money, T doubt whether
the arrears that are yet to be paid by way of
laxation levied last year will meet the re-
quirements. Some I know will eome from
Loan funds, and I am awarc there is
still something available from the last flota-
tion. On previous occasions the Premier
has told us what he proposed to do by way
of taxation. On this oceasion, however, we
know there is to be an alteration bnt we
have not been told anything. After all, the
House is responsible to the pecple for the
expenditure of money and the collection of
taxes, and consequently we should be
acquainted with the policy of the Govern-
ment. I am asking the Treasurer, before he
requests ns lo pass such a large sum, o take
us inte his confidence and say what he pro-
poses to do. I know that it will mot be pos-
gible for him to give us defails, becanse they
will be the subjeet of legislation. He can,
however, say in what way it is proposed to
relieve the lower-paid man, as suggested in

the Speech, and how it is intended to make
up that money.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willcock—
Geraldton) [5.13]: This is the wusual
formal motion that enables us to ecarry
on the affairs of the eountry in the interim
between the assembling of Parliament and
the introduction of the Budget. The Leader
of the Opposition knows that, irrespective
of whether there is to be any alteration in
the form of taxation. The Budget will be
introdueed, T hope, before the end of Sep-
tember. We cannot at this stage deal with
something that has not yet been finalised.
We are aware of the principles respecting
what is to be done, but as to when and how
the money is to be raised, that bas not been
definitely decided, and that never is decided,
and no information is ever given, until the
Budget is introduced. At the moment we
arc merely asking for Bupply, and the money
is required to enable us te corry on the
affairs of the State. We shall want this sum
of money to earry on the affairs of State for
the next threc months. This formal motion
is moved for Supply which anticipates the
expenditure of certain money. We arc only
authorised to spend the money during the en-
sning three months when the Estimates will
come down, hoth the Expenditure and Loan
Estimates. That will be the time when the
Government will make its financial state-
ment, and will set out what it proposes to
bring into revenue for the present year.
Never, I think, has a statement been made
upen all maiters dealing with the policy of
the Government cxcept on the Buodget
Speech. This prineiple will be followed in
the manner that has been adopted in™ this
House for as many years as I can remember.
The financial proposals of the Government
«are just what have been stated in the Lient.-
Governor’s Speech, At some stage—the
Speceh does not say when, for that will be
decided by the House when it deals with the
nuestion—a proposal will be brought before
the House to deal with the amalgamation of
the financial emergency tax and the income
tax. \When that will commenece will be for
the House to determine. That is all there
is to it. The House will determine when
sueh an amalgamation will fake place. At
present I cannot say when the House will
be asked to put a date to the Bill, which
has not yet been prepared. That is the posi-
tion as it is at the moment.
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HON, C. G. LATHAM (York) [518]: I
aw prepaved to acknowledge that the Trea-
surer is not at the moment in a position to
zive the House information as to how he
proposes to raise this large sum of money.

The Premier: This is the vsual method to
tollow.

Hon, C. G. LATITAM: | am afraid the
Treasarer does not understand the position
trom our point of view. We are asked to
authorise the expenditure from Consoli-
dated  Revenue of  £1,700,000, and of
£300,000 from loan. 1 do not propose to
deal with that. 1t has alveady been praeti-
cally authorised, because it has been earried
forward from lanst year's anthorisation.
Evidently it is proposed this year to make
a variation in the ineome tax colleetions, So
it appears from the siatement which has
Leen made.  The Treasurer tells the House,
and those members who are not aequainted
with the conduct of ihe House, that it is
only a formal motion. T can vecall the time
when it took three daxs to get a Supply Bill
throngh, and that is within the memory of
the present Treasurer. The only alteration
was that we were on the other side of the
House on that oceasion, and the hon. gentle-
man was oceupying a seit on this side.
There was uothing formal on that oceasion.
The Premier knows that I am not an ob-
structionist, bnt I do want some idea of how
it is proposed to raise this money. The
Treasurer asks this House for an authorisa-
tion. YWe bear the responsibility, and we
want to say whother the money shall be
handed to the Government for expendifure
or not. We cannct hand over money when
we do not know how it will be collected, or
from what source it will be colleeted. Had
we been continuing on with the ovdinary
forms of taxation, I would have raised no
objeetion. The Premier, however, has
already advised the people that it is pro-
posed to bring in an amended form of taxa-
tion. I want fo know that we are not deing
something wreng. 1 want fo be sure that
members will agree to the new form of
taxation, and that it will bring to the Trea-
surer the amount of money that was col-
leeted last year. It is on last year’s collee-
tion that this anthorisation is asked for. If
that iz right, T want him to tell us that,
when he infroduces the taxation measures,
he will ot get less money than he did last
vear. I also want to know that his legisla-
tion will not be such that we cannot approve
of it. T am not referving to this House only,

because both Houses have the authority to
cxercise their judgment on that question. A
deparvture is going to be made. T am only
asking what I consider is something veason-
able, namely, that the Treasurer will give us
an assuranee that the mew taxing wmeasuve
will not make much difference in the collee-
tions for the year, and will not impose an
additional burden on the Treasurer. I the
new taxing measnre will throw out of employ-
ment & greater number of people than are
out of employment to-day, it will become an
added burden upon the Treasurer to provide
further employment, which of course means
the additional expenditure of money. I
want to have that assurance. 1 wonld not
have raised the question if the Premier had
not put the words into the Speeeh that it is
anticipated that some alterations will be
mude. He tells us now it is proposed to ve-
lieve those on the lower salaries, and to in-
erease taxation in the case of those who are
better able to bear it. I have examined the
Taxation Commissioner’s report for last
yvear. The Treasurer will agree that his
seope for increasing taxation in this State
is very limited. He certainly realised that
when his first financial emergeney tax was
imposed. No doubt he realised that when
he became Minister for Railways and Minis-
ter for Justice in the previons Labour Gov-
crnment. The Treasurer of that day, Hon.
P. Collier, had to tax the lower paid people
in order to get in his revenue. If he had
taken the whole of the higher ineomes he
would still have had a deficiency. We on this
side of the House are fully aware of the
danger there is in attempting to obtain
money that is not available from taxation.
There is the danger of building np a preater
defieit than the Treasurer anticipates to-day,
He ought to give us the assurance I have
asked for. I want to know that the pro-
posals of the Government will not materially
interfere with the revenue returns, and will
not place an increased burden on the Trea-
surer of the State hy compelling hini to find
employment for men who must seck it at the
hands of the Government.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. €. Willcock—
Geraldton) [5.25]: I have pleasure in in-
forming the Leader of the Opposition that
whatever taxation proposals the Govern-
ment has in mind, there will not be a very
mueh smaller amount of money coliected,
I am pleased at the aititude of the
Leader of the Opposition on this question,
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and the recognition he implies by his re-
marks that there is a necessity for taxa-
tion to be levied to a somewhat similar
extent as was tevied last year.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There certainly is
while the present Government is in oflice.

The PREMIER: Whilst any Government
iz in office. I do not want to embark upon
a debate on bookkeeping. The alternative
15 to charge what should be expenditurve
from revenue to expenditure from loan. I
hope no Treasurer will go back to the bad
old days, which have now gone, I should
like to pay a tribute to the member for
Boulder, who, when occupying the position
of Treasurer got down to tintacks as to
what should be charged to Revenue and
what should be charged to Loan, and made
the necessary adjustments in both the Rev-
enue and Loan accounts. Whilst we con-
tinue to charge to Revenue what should he
charged to Revenue, and only charge to
Loan what should be charged to Loan, we
shall require a considerable amount of rev-
enuc to pay for the social services the
State has to provide, sueh as police,
education, child welfare and so on. There
is no intention seriously fo reduce the
amount of revenue by way of taxation
that comes into the Revenue account. That
is the assurance the Leader of the Opposi-
tion desires. There is not going to be a
wholesale reduction in taxation.

Hon. C. G. Latham: This aunthorisation
must be based on the collections of last
Year.

The PREMIER: None of the money rve-
presented by this Supply will eome from
anything but measures of taxation which
are already in existence. We will not have
passed any other taxation Bills by the time
this amount runs out.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They must date from
the 1st July last.

The PREMIER: We shall not collect
any money for another four oy five months.
No moncy can be collected under the In-
come Tax Act until the Aect itself is passed
this year, and I do not think we can come
to that hefore the beginming of Oectober.
By that time this Supply will have run ount.
The Estimates will be down then, and the
full financial proposals of the Government
will be before the House. Everyone will
then understand the position. I cheerfully
give the Leader of the Opposition the as-

surance that we expeet o get as much
taxation this year as we did last year. If
we fail to do that, from the commitments
I can already see, it will be very awkward
for the Government. The increase in the
basie wage will eost us a couple of hundred
thousand more this year. The proposals
for a national insurance fund, which the
Federal (lovernment has passed, will in-
volve a contribution by the Governmeut,
as an employer of labour. of perhaps
£70,000 or £80,000.

Hon. C. 3. Latham: Will not the Trea-
surer be relieved of that to some extent?

The PREMIER: No. We shall not be
relieved of anything. It will be a contri-
bution which the State, as an employer of
labour, will have to make to the national
msurance fund. Without trenching upon
the Budget I should say there would be in-
ereased expenditure, as a resnit of these
two items alone, of over a quarter of a
million. If anyone is optimistic enough
to think if, I assure him there is no hope
of any great redunction in taxation. The
same amount will still have to be levied fo
earry on the services of the State. After
the Budget Specch the House will under-
stand exactly what the Government pro-
poses as a means of carrying on the affairs
of the State.

Question put and passed.

Resolution veported, and the repore

adopted,

In Committee of Ways and Means.,

The House resolved into Committee of
Wavs and Means, Mr. Sieeman in the Chair.

The PREMIER: I move—

That towards making good the Supply
granted to Mis Majesty for the aervices of
the year ending the 30th June, 1939, a sum
not exceeding £1,700,000 be granted out of
Consolidated Revenue, £500,000 from the
Geweral Loan Fund, and £300,000 from the
Publir Accounts for the purpose of temporary
advances to be made by the Treasurer.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

All Stages.

In naccordance with the foregoing resolu-
tion, Bill introduced, passed through all
stages without debate, and transmitted fo
the Council.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.

Debate resumed from the 4th August.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [5.351:
At the outset I desire to tender my eongrat-
ulations to the member for Haunans (Mr.
Leahy) on his election to this House, He
has already heard this afternoon that le
follows a man who rendered great serviee to
the State, and I feel sure, from the speech
he delivered on the opening day, we may
expect from the new member qnite cflicient
service. I sincerely hope he will continue in
the vein he indicated in his initial speech.
If he does g0, he will probably help to mini-
mise the element of sericusness that is per-
haps too often displayed in this House. To
the member for Sussex (Mr. Willmott) I
also proffer my congratulations and I am
indeed pleased to see that gentleman occupy-
ing a seat in this Chamber. We were to-
gether many years ago in cireumstaneces
quite different trom those that coufront cach
of us to-day. I have known 3Mr. Willmott
for 18 or 19 years,

My, Marshall: You mean the member for
Sussex?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I do not want the
lion. member to interrupt.

My, Marshall: Then don’t refer to him by
name, or I will stop you every time.

Hon. C. (+, LATHAM: We have a new
Speaker in the Chair, and apparently a new
“Speaker” on the Hloor of the Chamber!

Mr. Marshall: You have been here long
enough to know the Standing Orvders, and
I will keep you up to them.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I wish you, Mr.
Speaker, would control this young mem-
ber whose eapaciiy to direct us i5 quite un-
known to members on this side of the
House. However, I know the member for
Sussex very well and I know that he will
render good service to the people of the
State and partienlarly to those he repre-
sents. I say to both the new members
that they wiil find, although we may differ
politically during the course of our debates
in the Chamber, when we leave the Chamber
we are broad-minded enough not to allow
our political views to interfere with owr
personal feelings and relations towards each
other. Dealing now with the Lieut.-Gover-
nor's Speech, I confess I had hoped to get
a lead from that deliverance. T did hope

that it would provide at least some sub-
stance on the basis of which an intelligent
speech could have been delivered from this
side of the House.

Mr. Cross: That wounld be a novelty.

Mr. Needbam: That is stretching a point,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : I can assure hon.
members that there is nothing in the Speech
that is encouraging or enlightening for the
people of Western Australia, The Speech
certainly provides a lengthy review of what
has taken place during the past finaneial
year. I had thought that a Speech from the
Throne, as it were, would convey to Parlia-
ment an indication of what might be expec-
ted in the future.  After listening to the
interjections that we have heard this after-
noon, I am rather forced to the conclusion
that we cannot expeet much, because where
there is no policy, there eannot be any
clearly defined thought in respect to matters
of the future.  As a statistical review of
what has taken place during the past 12
months, the Speech was quite worth while,
beeause it certainly did explain to the
people what had happened during the year.
On the other hand, as to what may happen
in the future, the Speech left us in much
the same position as the Supply Bill that
we have just passed to authorise the ex-
penditure of public funds. All this conveys
to me the impression that after five years
in oflice, the Labour Government is still
without a poliey. It certainly has a policy,
but it is very limited in extent. Iis policy
is restricted to road building, te the provi-
sion of sewerage and water supplies and to
taxing the people. It has no definite policy
that means the uplift of the people. We
have no indieation of a poliey that will pro-
vide permanent employment for the people.
What has been done in the divection of
assisting or encouraging industry?

The Premier: That is indicated in the
Lieut.-Governor's Speech.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There is very
little reference indeed to that phase. T lis-
tened to the speech delivered by the member
for Hannans, and I endeavoured to glean
some jnformation from him. Here was a
new member from a ecountry constitueney,
and all he told us was that be extended his
congratulations to the Government because
of the improvement in the gold mining in-
duastry! We all know what occasioned the
improvement in that industry. It was the
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high price offered for gold. The position
with the gold mining industry was exaetly
the same as if high prices were offered for
wheat and weol. If that should happen, and
there was any degree of permanency in the
prices, the wheat and wool industrics would
expand.

The Premicr: The improvement was
achieved by sympathetic administration.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Sympathy is the
cheapest form of assistanee of which I have
knowledge. We can extend sympathy from
this side of the Honse. A Government is
not neeessary to give that; all ean extend
that form of nssistance,

The Premier: We gave solid cash, too.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: What is requirved
is a constructive policy that will encourage
people and demonstrate to them that the
Government knows what it wants and is out
to get it. As far as I can see, there is no
such policy. I admit that ]arge snms of
money have been spent in the provision of
inereased water supplies for the city.

The Premier: And for the country.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Government
has not done a great deal for the country,

The Premier: Yes, and for the mining in-
dustry too.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Government
was foreed to do that, T had an opportunity
to visit Norseman reeently, and I had pre-
viously been theve ten vears before. T know
that something had to he done regarding the
provision of a water supply. The people
demanded it. The Premier laughs, as mueh
as to say the Goveriment need not have
made that provision. Tf the Government
had not provided a water supply for Norse-
man, mining could not have continued there.

The Premier: Of course, it could not have
continued.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Af the same time,
I elaim that although the Government has
provided facilities, they are sueh as have
necessitated fhe people being heavily taxed.
The other day I inspected some sewerage
connections that were being put in at South
Perth, which is represented by an hon. mem-
ber who is always desirous of interjeeting
and displaying his knowledge. Information
was conveyed to me that the people con-
eerned haqd alveady spent a lot of money on
installing septic tanks, only to be loaded
now with the additional cost of the sewerage
system. I admit that in a city like Perth,
up-to-date methods for the disposal of sew-

age must be adopted, but what has gone on
serves to indicate that the methods adopted
have amounted simply to an additional taxa-
tion measure. It all takes money from the
people at a time when that money conld he
move profitably used. Particularly is that ~o
when our indostries are languishing, as they
are at the present {ime. Obviously that i-
when a concrete policy iz most required.
I have endeavoured to aseertain what the
Government poliey is in the light of assist-
ance rendered to the wheat industry, but al!
I can find is some sort of poliey that .-
seinbles a game of battledore and shuttle-
cock. The Federal Government apparentl»
endeavours to unload its responsibilities on
to the State Government and the Staie Gov-
ernment in turn tries to shoulder its resporn-
sibilities on to the Federal anthorities. The
two Governments, together with the Staie
Governments in general, should come to-
gether to assist the industry, if it is regarded
as worthy of assistance. We, on the Qppo-
sition side of the House, believe it is worthy
of assistance. The industry bhas brought
millions of pounds to the State and iz cap-
able of providing many millions of moncy
still, but it requires some assistance, assisi-
anee that the people on the land eannot pro-
vide for themselves, We look to the Gov-
ernment to provide it. Jf vou have watche:l
the condition of affairs, M. Speaker, as you
possibly have in your leisure hours, you will
have noted the drift of our industry. There
is no indication of encouragement fortheon.-
coming, Look at the development of onr
secondary industries. There is nothing =at
all about that of which we may boast. After
five years of Labour Administration, I do
not think we can point to one industry thai
has been cstablished.

The Premier: We ecan point to a very
great inerease in employment.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Yes, in the State.

The Premier: No, in secondary industrie-.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Bnt we are shll
importing vast quantifies of goods. The Pre-
micr knows that every year the value of onr
importations from the Eastern States and
fiom pverseas increases.

The Minister for Mines: But that is be-
cause of the prejudice against locally-madc
goods, That is all.

Hon. C. & LATHAM: Nothing of the
sort. I will tell the Minister the reason be-
fore I conclude my remarks. If the Minis-
ter does not rvealise it, the important con-
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sideration is that we are increasing prices
and costs in this State to such a high level
that the other States ean more than favour-
ably compete with us. There is no doubt
of that, I read the statement in the Lient.-
Governor's Speech indieating that the
Premier was very pleased at the increased
amount being paid to workers on the basic
wage. If that inerease would really help
the people, T would not mind, but is it not
merely having the effect of increasing the
eost of living? Is net that elearly de-
monstraied?

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon, C. ¢r. LATHAM: Does it not illus-
trate that those basic wage workers are no
petter off?

The Premier: There has been a big altera-
tion in the basis.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I believe that Alr.
President Dwyer has held office for nine ov
fen years.

My, Patrick: Morve like 14 years.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Well, 14 years,
and it has taken all that time to make the
diseovery. Mr. President Dwyer and fellow-
members of the eourt ave responsible for
that. T have no ohjection to the worker re-
ceiving the best possible wages, but it is idle
*o think that if we inerease the cost of living
and the cost of commodities to such an ex-
tent, we shall not be snbjected to unfair
ecompetition from the Eastern Siates. Simi-
far goods are heing mannfactured in Vie-
toria, New South Wales and South Australia
at prices below which they ean be manufae-
tured here.

The Premier: Ave you eriticising the Gov-
srnment  because the Arbitration Conrl
aranted the increase?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, T am telling
the Minister for Mines what has led to the
present position. Suvely the Minister must
agree that my explanation is right! If he
nad £10,000 to invest in industry, would he
start manufacturing here, or would he go to
Melbourne or ~Sydney? Money is being
taken out of the State for investment in the
Eastern States in both primary and second-
ary industries. That is a regrettable fact.
The only industry that is attracting money
to the State is gold-mining, and that 15 dne
0 the high price of goid. Even for that
industry, less money is being attracted to
the State now than there was some time
ago. For quite a period the investment
market for zold-mining stocks has been dull.

I have a perfeet right to complain that
the Government has no poliey. It does not
seem to be able to give encouragement in
any direction, either on the manufacturing
side of industry or on the primary produc-
ing side. One way to give such cncourage-
ment is by redueing taxation. If the Gov-
eroment exercised eare in the matter of cx-
penditure, it would be able to reduce taxa-
tion. T observe closely the varions appoint-
ments made from time to time by the Gov-
eriment.  Really, little 15 given to the
workers, but highly paid men are repeated!y
being appointed to various poesitions. Some
of the men in the higher-paid offices are ve-
ceiving payment far in excess of the amount
Justified by their service. I cite the Agri-
enltural Bank as an instance. We counld get
just as good serviee from one Commissioner
as from three Commissioners. Mr. Clarke,
one of the Commissioners, draws £1,500 a
vear, and I preswne he receives travelling
expenses in addition; but T have not notieed
his name mentioned recently, although at
one time his name often appeared in the
Press. Does the Minister consider that a
continuance of that position is justified?
Recently the General Manager of the Bank
was created n Commissioner, so there has
been a slight reduction in expenditure. I
contend that the Chairman and the General
Manager counld do the whole of the work,
aud that this is one direction in which ex-
penditnre might be cuortailed. Other ap-
pointments have been made on whieh I do
not desire to express myself at this stage. 1
do not think there was justification for the
appointment of an additional judge. TIf his
services were required to assist in the work
of the Arbitration Couwrt, it was not neees-
sary to appoint him to a judieial position.
Sufficient power is provided in the Aet for
the court to delegate its powers, and MMr.
Wolff wonld have been a suitable man for
the delegnted work. I do not pose as an
anthority, but I watch the work of the
Avbitration Court closely, and I have not
heard of any congestion.

My, Cross: What next!

Fan. O L TATHAM : The know-all from
Canning, T suppose, is alwarxs at the courts,
and knows the position. T have not seen
a reference to any of the eases having been
earvied over when they zhould have heen
dealt with.

Mr. Cross: Some of the ormanisations
have heen waiting for two vears.



42 [ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I make an exeep-
tion of the cases that are referred to the
Full Court on some speeial point. I do
not think that Mr. Justice Wolff has done
any Arbitration Cowrt work, though he
might kave taken some cases in Chambers.
It seems to me that his appointment as a
judge was not justified.

The Premier: What about Public Sex-
vice appeals? Some of them bhave been
standing over for 18 months,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That difficulty
could have been overcome by appointing
Mr. Justice Wolft a Commissioner, thongh
an amendment of the Aet would probably
have been rerquired. [ do wot say that that
course would have been advisable; the
point is that somebody conld have bhoen
appointed to hear the appeals. I am aware
that the Aet provides for the hearing of
appeals by a judge of the Supreme Court.

The Minister for Works: He has heen
a fairly busy man.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: He was a busy
man before his appointment to the Arbi-
{ration Court. Any man, T presume, could
fill in his days after reeeiving an appoint-
ment, I dare say the Minister has some
busy times.

The Premier: You also have been busy
for a day or two.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, more than
busy. What prompied me to speak on the
Supply Bill was my concern as to what
might happen within the next year. Our
failures and suecesses, our periods of pros-
perity and depression, are inevitably gov-
erned by the national income. I admit that
the national income last year was fairly
high, but I believe that the Government
will not rececive nearly as much money this
year, despite the optimistic view of the
Premier that we had turned the corner and
might reasonably look for greater prosperity
doring the next year. Some of the Pre-
mier’s own followers do not believe that,
and the view is mnot supporfed by the
Leader of the Federal Opposition, who also
is a Labour man. In the course of a state-
ment published in the Press on the 1st
Aungust last, Mr. Cuxtin was reported ss
follows :—

Mr. Curtin said that reeent returns by the
Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Rowland
Wilson) showed the first increase in unem-
ployment sinee 1930, Tn the first four months
of the finaneial year 1937-38, export prices
were  higher than in  the eorresponding

months of the previous wvear, but thercafter
decreased sharply., There had been u con-
stant drain on London funds, with the result
that there had been a deficiency of £7,000,000
for the yesr,

The Minister for Mines: That is what
Ar. Casey said.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I have not seen
any contradiction of the statement by Mr.
Casey. Mr. Curtin’s view is sound. The
Minister must realise rhat with the low
prices prevailing for wheat and wool, and
with the difficulty of finding markets for
our commeodities, the Premier will probably
be wondering before long how he is going
to get through the year with the amount
of money available. If wealth is not pro-
duced by the people of the Stale, the Pre-
mier eannot possibly eollect taxation. The
Premier passed lightly over my comments
on the Supply Bill authorisation. The
position appeals to me as heing very seri-
ous, and I should not he surprised if he-
fore the year is out we oxperienced trouble
with some of our industrics and if the
Premier fails to collect as much money as
he did last year. The trade balance last
vear was £2,045,000, or £300,000 greater
than the previous vear’s favonrable bal-
ance of £1,548,000. That was exclusive of
Australian and overseas interest payments.
The annuval interest payment in Australia
is £1558.000 and overseas £1.702,000, a
total of £3,260,000. Though we had a trade
halanee in our favour. a considerabie
amount of moncy had to be sent out of

the eountry for inferest payments. T
am aware that all the wmoney pail
for interest on Austealian loanz does
not go out of the couniry, but a

arveat deal of it does, and of conrse wa have
no means of retaining any of the money
due for interest on ouv overseas debis.
Therefore, when considering our trade hal-
anee, we must realise that fhere is not a
great margin in our favour, Our export
commodities are important in that they pro-
vide credits overseas, but when we examine
the prices ruling for sueh commodities, we
find they are at a low level. Wheat to-day
is 2s. 8d. a bushel on a 4d. siding basis.
The Premier: It was 2s5. 9%4. yesterday.
Hon, C. ¢. LATHAM: It is no use trying
to mislead the people; it was 2s. 9d. yester-
day and is 2s. 8d. to-day, whereag at this
time last year it was 4s, 8d. That reveals &
serious deeline, and when we eonsider the
export quantity, we must realise what the
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result will be in reduced national income.
The price of wool at this time last yvear was
£21 per hale, whereas at present it is ap-
proximately £15 13s. Thus the effect of the
decline of prices for those two important
export commodities must be reflected not
only in Treasury reeeipts but alse in busi-
ness generally thronghout the State. I ad-
mit that gold produnetion has increased and,
to some extent, has balanced those deficien-
cies; but we cannot expect gold production
to continue to inerease in the ratio of the
last few years. We have an increased acre-
age sown to wheat this year, but the num-
ber of sheep in the State has been materially
reduced by the devastating droughts in the
North, and a year or two will probably
elapse hefore those flocks ean be built up to
the previous level. Recently I received a
letter from a resident of the Gaseovne dis-
triet who informed me that he had spent
£6,000 on the purchase of ewes, expecting
to obtain from them a good dropping of
lambs.  Unfortunately, the lambing was
poor, and he now finds it neeessary to hand-
feed the ewes, and is thus in mueh the same
position as he was last year, When we face
these vealities, we must admit that there
is no room for optimism. ¥ only wish there
were; no one wonld be happier thon I if we
could peint to a brighter outlook. To ohtain
fair prices for our commodities is a big
problem, but another dilliculty is to secare
markets for our export produce. I do not
know that we shall have much worry as re-
gards wool; but wheat will probably involve
a earry-over, one that we shall not be abie
to market.

The Minister for Lands: We need not
have had any earry-over if people had sold
in the beginning, at good priees.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister does
nof understand the position. I am not
worrying so much about the people lere,
though their situation is bad, The trouble
is as regards the exporters, beeause there
are no buyers oversea. If the Minister had
followed closely the discussions at the Em-
pire Prodncers’ Conferenee in Sydney, he
would realise what I mean, There is great
diffieulty in selling wheat on the London
market. Morcover, sales oversea are bring-
ing down prices, althongh reduced prices
are not justified by the value of the vom-
modity. Japan this year is buying from
Anustralia about half the quantity she hought
last vear. She is endeavouring to obtain

supplies from Manchukuo; and with the
Argentine she has made much more favour-
able terms than she ecould arrange with Aus-
tralia, for the reason that the Avgentine
takes Japanese goods which Australia does
not buy. Further, we must realise that the
British Covernment to-day is doing more
than ever it has done to encourage primary
production at Home. Then, an extensive
defence policy is being earried out oversea
as well as in  Australia. Not only are
Britain’s navy and air forces and military
forees being Dbuilt up, but, by way of a
fourth arm of defence, there is the produc-
tion and acquisition of all commodities es-
sential fo Britain, The new idess as io
aggression render it useless for Britain to
proceed any further with her defence policy
unless she ean feed the people who are to
be defended. Thus stocks of food supplies
have become a fourth defensive arm in
Britain, and the production of food is being
encouraged there. That is a development
whiech eannot cease until sueh time as there
is a better international understanding. For
quite a long time we have been looking for
sueh an understanding, but it does not scem
to be in the forefront yet,

The Premier: The position appears to be
getting worse.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: A little while ago
I referred to the army of producers. At
the Sydney Conference Sir Reginald
Dorman-Smith, the leader of the British
Delegation and a member of the House of
Commons, spoke of the difficulties associa-
ted with the marketing of wheat and other
products. Sir Reginald said—

You will all be aware of the ehanges which
have taken place in our agricultural market-
ing organisation in Great Britain since 1932,
and you will have some knowledge of the
Acts of Parliament which have enabled us to
set up producer-controlled marketing Loards.
The first of these Acts was passed by a
Labour Government, and the next by the
National Government. It is important to
note that hoth the supporters of the National
Government and those of the Opposition
Labour Party have made it clear that they
intencl so to control the import situation that
Home food production shall be maintained
at a healthy level and that our farmers ghall

be able to maintain a balaneed econminy in
their farming operations,

Tt was on that basis that our organisations
accopteld the Marketing Aects, and prepared
the marketing schemes which are now in
operation. It is not my intention to deseribe
in any detail the varions means which have
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been adopted to provide a measure of pro-
tection to 1Inited Kingdom agriculturc
equivalent to that enjoyed by our marketing
industries cver since our Free Trade syvstem
was abandoned in 1932,

The National Farmers' Union has never
pinned its faith to any one form of Protec-
tion, for the simple reason that we realisce
that no one form—be it a tariff, quota regu-
lation or direct subsidy-—is capable of heing
applied suceesstully fo the whole range of our
agricultural production. We have proceeded
with our marketing organisation—which, be
it noted, involves the restriction of the free-
dom of the individual in many directions—
on the clear nnderstanding that the appro-
priate form of Protection would he provided
and maintained in each ease,

Tater Sir Reginald says—

Believe me, saturation point in our Home
market is mueh nearer than many imagine,
That is an indieation that we cannot look
to Great Britain to take much more than she
takes to-day of our products. Unfortu-
nately, when she does take our produets she
pays a price that may be called a dumping
price for the world’s surplises. Tt is not
the world’s price we get on the London mar-
ket, but the price obtainable after the sur-
pluses of other countries have been dumped
on the London market. We ean rightfully
call the price we obtain the world’s dumping
price. Sir Reginald further slates—

We Dbelieve that as praetieal agrieulturists
you will agree that we should have the right
to put cach and cvery acre of our agricultural
land to its full and proper use. You will
agree, too, that we have a duty as farmers
to maintain our soil in full fertility. Nobody
can say that we are doing either of these
things to-day, wnder the conditions which we
have to face.

Our land counld, should, and indewl must,
produce far more than it is predueing to-day,
otherwise we shail never be able to varry out
our main duty to cur land: namely, to hand
it on in good heart to the generation whieh
will follow wus.

The demands of our land with regard to
the cxpansion of Home production must, there-
forc, as I have indicated, also he counted as
a limiting factor in relatirn to the United
Kingdom’s ability to absorh expanding im-
ports of agrieultural produce.

Our marketing organisation in the United
Kingdom is hased upon the principle of pro-
ducer-control, and I can see no reason why we
should not adept precisely the same principle
in devising machinery to serve pur eommon
Empire interests in this matter,

Sir Reginald Dorman-Smith put np a
scheme for a board with a representative of
cach of the Dominions hy way of seiting np
an Empire marketing board, which would

furnish the various marvkets available to us
with adviee in such a way as to mainfain
fair and reasonable prices for those commo-
dities. For a long time past we have been
endeavouring to do something like that in
Australia, and it is on that point I bave to
complain of the conduct of the Governmeni.
Probably this State depends on the sueccess
of sueh an arrangement more than do any
of the other States, beeause we are compara-
tively preater exporters than ihe Eastern
States in respect to the volume of our pro-
duetion. It is only fair and vight that if the
farmer has to pay Australian prices for the
goods he has to purchase, he should in re-
turn receive a standard living wage in the
same way as the worker on the basic wage.
Our farmers have not had that. Certainly
they did a little better last year, but las:
vear they attempted to elear off some of
their indebtedness. In that direetion they
made p hold attempt, which is reflected in:
the Government serviees and elsewhere. Bui
this year our farmers face a position some-
what similar to that of 1932. The outiook
is serious when wheat gets down to 2= 8d.
a bushel. Since 1933 the cost of living has
gone up by 13s. 8d. per week. That is a sub-
stantial amount to fack on to industry. 1
hate to be a pessimist and to disconrage
people, but the prospeets of Western Aus-
tralia are anything but bright in some of iis
main industries. That will be reflected more
particularly on the Treasury, because the
Treasurer has to find monev oversea. Ile
is responsible, throngh the Federal Govern-
ment, for finding eredits oversen.  Such
credits must be made available, and can bx
made available only in one way—by expori-
ing our goods. Sir Reginald Dorman-Smith
has told us that the aecreage of wheat pro-
duetion in Great Britain has been limited in
conneclion with the price gnaranteed by the
Government, and that pressnve has heen
hrought to hear on the Government to in-
crease the acreage, the proposal being sup-
ported by those wha advocate that Britain
should build up her defences and who say
that it 15 Impossible to have a satisfactory
defence policy unless the British Govern-
ment is in a position to feed the people.
They contend that the only way to achieve
that end is by Britain producing the com-
modities herself. Therefore we should not
glibly tell the people that the corner has
been rounded or that prosperity is with us
and will stay with us for some years.
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The Where has that been
stated?

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I saw it reported
the other day that tbe Premier had stated
it at a reception. I was not present at that
reception. At all events, we will not say
where the statement was made. I assure the
Premier that when a speech of Lis is borne
by nirwaves into the homes of the people,
there are more listeners, than thdre are in
this Chamber. I for my part fail to see that
we are likely to get a much better price for
our commodity than is obiainable to-day.
The chief thing is to maintain our produ-
cers, so that we may be able to pay our
oversea debts. Several times a proposal has
heen put up for a home consumption price
of wheat, just exactly as there is a home
consumption price for labour. ‘We have
never opposed the worker's asking the
Arbitration Court o fix a decent wage for
him. If he is dissatisfied with his award,
then upon its expiration he is permitted to
approach the court again. We have set up
a fribunal to see that the worker receives a
fair and reasonable wage. Mr. President
Dwyer finds after 14 vears that he has been
dealing with the basic wage on wrong lines.
He finds that he was not taking into con-
sideration things which he ought to have
taken into consideration. The manufac-
turers, of course, are protected by the Tariff
and the Tariff Board. The only man who is
not protected is the man to whom we tnrn
when we want anything. Nof so leng ago
every envelope that went through the post
deelaved that Australia must grow morve
wheat. That slogan was placed on the en-
velopes by the Prime Minister of the day.
It was not that he desired a great deal more
wheat to be grown here, hut he did want
something that would provide for expendi-
ture in London.

Mr. Hegney: What Prime Minister was
that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Mr. Scullin.

Mr. Hegney: Mr. Bruce.

Hon, C. &. LATHAM : Mr. Scullin found
himself stumped for credits in London. He
asked, “Which way can we get them?’ Now,
it is not possible to get gold out of the
ground in a burry, or snddenly to inerease
the number of sheep, or the produefion of
butter. It is possible, however, to inerease
the production of wheat. If fhe wheat in-
dnstry is so essential to Australia, then in

Premier:

fairness the wheat producers should have
an Australian price. There are many who
say that on no account mmst the cost of
bread be inereased. That contention, I bhe-
lieve, does not come from the Labour organi-
sations. The Labonr oyganisations, so far
as I can judge, have never yet said that they
will not pay a decent price for a decent
article. The ery comes from men who have
a very wrong conception of Labour views,
but ave afraid of the vote of the Labour
men. Then there is the guestion of a home
eonsumption price for butter.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pun.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I was about to
poing out that the worker has never com-
plained of the higher price paid for hutter
to encourage those engaged in the dairying
indugtry, but that someiimes people indi-
cated that they were not in favonr of in-
sreasing the price of hread to the worker.
To my mind, the latter contention is raised
only by certain individuals who desire to
play on the minds of the workers, and to
mislend them on the point of whether the
price of wheat, if angmented, inereases the
price of bread. As a matter of fact, when
wheat was 4s. 8d, a bushel, the price of
bread was just the same as when wheat
brought 2s. 8d4. a bushel, so aectunally the
price of wheat has little influence npon the
cost of bread.

Mr. Sleeman: Do you know why that
was?

Hon. C. &, LATHAM: Yes: T think it
was dve fo an unfortunate alliance bhetween
the master hakers and their employees.

Mr. Sleeman: I think voun are wrong.

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: Then we will give
the hon. member some information about
that. The person who desires to create an
impression such as I have indicated in the
minds of the workers does an injury and
certainly net a service to thosze engaged in
wheat prodoction. There are very few men
to-day, irrespective of what oecupation they
may follow, who will not be in favour of
those who grow wheat recoiving fair and
cquitable treatment.

Mr. Cross: What does Lyons sav about
it?

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: The hon. member
represents a constitueney where the lions
are, and he should know all about that. We
are perfeetly aware that the farmers got
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into difficulties during the depression period,
and since ° then they have made bold
attempts to reduce their liabilities. At the
same time, very few opportunities have heen
available to enahle them to do so. Unfor-
tunately, while they have heen unable to re-
duce their liabilittes, except to a small ex-
tent, they have concurremtly been unable to
provide fresh power and plant that are
wurgently requived on their farms. In those
cirecumstances, they are not only faced with
the difficulties invelved in low prices, but
those associated with marketing their pro-
duets. I appeal to the Government, seeing
that an all-Australia wheat conference is to
be held in Perth in the near future, to make
at least some effort to secure the co-opera-
tion of the Federal and other State Govern-
nents in providing a home priee for wheat
used within Australia.

The Premier: There will be a Premiers’
Conference before that gathering.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I understand we
are likely to have pn representative there
from this State, and I hope the guestion will
receive attention. The mafter is extremely
serious. We have no right to make political
capital out of such a matter. It is a big
problem to tackle, and I ecan assure the Pre-
mier that he will receive all the support pos-
- sible from the Opposition side of the House.
T admit the problem is not easy of solution.

Mr. Sleeman: Apparently New Zealand
has solved it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: So could Western
Australia solve it if it were a matter for
thig State alone; but it is not. New Zealand
is not an exporter of wheat.

Mr. Patrick: New Zealand imports wheat.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: As New Zealand
does not export wheat, there is no difficulty
there, nor is there any diffienlty in Queens-
land where there is a fixed priee for wheat
because that State, too, is an imporfer of
that commeodity. Again, there is no diffi-
eulty in Great Britain, where wheat is
7s. 6d. a bushel, whereas we sell wheat theve
for 2s. 4d. a hushel.

The Premier: To us.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I am talking in
English enrrency; that is, 7s. 6d. a bushel
there, and they are paying us 2s. in our
enrrency.

The Premier: Not 2s.

Hon. C. G. LATHADM: No, it would he
a little more.

The Premier: There is freight aund ex-
change.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, the price
would be about 3s. Having referred to the
diffienlties of those engaged in the wheat-
growing industry and the importance of
doing all in our power to assist them, I
propose now to dirdet my attention) to
other matters. I am surprised to note frowm
the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech that the nwm-
ber of men dependent upon the Govern-
ment for employment has not been reduced
during the prosperous year through which
we have just passed. The total mentioned,
6,500, is about the same as that referred to
in the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech for last
yvear. I bave pointed out alresdy that the
basie wage has increased 20 per ceat., and
that makes it very difficult for people who
depend on sustenance, because the value
of their pound is 20 per cent. Iess than it
was in 1932,

The Premier: Ol no!

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T want the Pre-
mier to understand this—and he does not
—that he is under a false impression, al-
though it is one that seems te be generaily
adopted in some circles, that the pound is
worth more irrespecfive of the purchase
value it has.

The Premier: No, they are getting more.

Hon, €. G. LATHAM : If the basie wage
increases 10s. a week, the cost of living
must have inereased 10s. a week to justify
it. Surely that is a sound argument. I
admit that the latest rise of 5s. 1d. was
brought about by an alteration in the
method of fixing the basic wage.

The Premier: The men are getting im-
proved time.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am talking
about the man on sustenance, the man in
receipt of rations, the 7s. a week man. He
is worse off than ever before fo the extent
of about Gs. a week compared with what he
reeeived in 1932. By interjection, the Pre-
mier advised me that this inerease in the
basic wage will cost the State about
£200,000, while the Government’s contribu-
tion under the Commonwealth Nationa!
Insurance Scheme will represent betwecn
£70,600 and £80,000.

The Premier: That was not by interjee-
tion, but during the couvrse of my speech.

Hon. C. Gi. LATHAM: Well, it was per-
haps a little interlude. I suppose the mat-
ter has been taken up, but I would point
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out that there are many people in the Pub.
lic Service who get sick leave. Arve they
to be asked to eontribute to this National
Insuranee Scheme?

The Premier: No,

Hon. C. &. LATHAM: They get no ve-
turn from it. Where the amount paid
under any arrangement for sick leave is
less than £1, then the amount will be mads
up, but surely it is anfair to ask the GQov-
ernment and the employee to pay into a
fund from which neither the Governmeni
nor the emplovee derives any benefit.
However, I anticipate that some relief will
be provided for the Government.

The Premier: It is all in the air. Neither
the Federal Government nor its experis
know how it will work out.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Some little iime
back it was suggested that encouragement
shonld be extended to a new type of irumi-
gration peliey. I do not know that it would
be wise for us to embark on any very ex-
tensive migration policy in this State, be-
eause we seem to have diffienlty enoungh
now. It is true that the more people that
come here, the more we shall have lo feed,
but I am afraid that the competition for
what labour would be available would he
more than overcome by the number of
people offering. What I am concerned
ahout is the large influx of foreigners,

The Premier: We have no conirol over
that.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I am aware of
that faet, but there are two aspects regard-
ing which I am most concerned. The first
iz that the foreigners are congregating in
community settlements, and I regard that
as rather dangerous. The second phase is
that the foreigners are taking what little
easual labour is available. I admit that in
the building trade they filled adequately a
gap that had caused eonsiderable trouble.
Our arhitration system and the provisions
regarding the apprenticeships have had an
adverse effect, with the result that to-day
there are insuffieient avtisans to carry ont the
work that is offering. Recently great diffi-
eulty was experienced in securing bricklay-
ers. The result is that people are comine out
from the Old Country and from foreign
lands and obtaining employment while onr
people have to be hod-earriers and labourers
for them. TWhy eannot we do something to
train our young folk? TEwven though there
may he times when the market will he over-

supplied by labour it is heiter that our men
should beeome artisans than that they should
be labourers for somebody that we import.
I am hoping that some consideration will be
riven to that matter when the question of
vouth employment is being dealt with, as
snggested in the Lieut.-Governor’s Specch.
I do not care what a man is doing. What-
ever it is, he is far better able to do if if he
has had proper training. This morning, I
aceompanied the Minister for Lands, and we
had the opportunity of welcoming to this
State a group of boys brought out by one
of the religious institutions in this State. [
helieve that that is the best form of migia-
tion we could have. Tt is a fine form of
immigration. We are giving to those hoys
an opportunity that would never be avail-
able to them in England. They scemed
healthy, well-nourished and an intelligent-
looking lot of hoys. If the State is to con-
iribute In ahy way to a migration poliey.
that seems to be the hest form in which it
should do so. There will probably come
times when some of those hoys will be on
our hands, but the ehurch that brought them
out is acking on right lines, provided that we
can find a market for the commodities that
the bovs produce. They are being put en
the land, but that is not the last word. The
important thing is to have a market for the
zoods that are heing produced. T de-
sire now to point ont that under legisla-
tion that was recently passed, a problem has
avisen over the control of natives. In the
Eastern distriets quite a nnmber of half-
eastos found employment with farmers. To-
day very few of those men are being em-
ployed heeause no one is permitted to en-
gage a native for half-a-day without a per-
mit from the Protector or the Commissioner
of Native Affiairs, or whatever he is ealled.

My, Cross: The dictator.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Surelr there could
he some elasticity. Surely if a man wants
some natives to work for him he should he
able to get them without this diffientty. The
natives are quite eapable of doing such
work as shearing and they travel from one
employer to another, but an employer has
to get a license for the person he emplovs.
Tn the old days, if one man did not turn wp
somebody else came and took hi= place. To-
day the employer has to pay a pound to em-
ploy a nalive, and can employ only the man
whose name is on the license, In this way
we are forcing the natives to come to the
Government for every hit of help they want.
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That is a wrong prineiple. It is about time
that some new method was intreduced in
the department.

Mr. Marshall: It is about time that any
native with white blood in him was excluded
from the provisions of the Aet.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T have had a very
great number of letters recently.

Mr. Marshall: It is ridiculous.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T admit that we
have to be subject to the laws of the State
and to obev them. If they are wrong we
should alter them. Educnted natives, men
who have heen called nafives under the Act
because they are half-castes, have written o
me felling me of their desire to be excluded
from the operations of the Act. T have had
to inform them that they must make appli-
cation for exemption to the Commissioner
or the Minister. In their reply to me they
ask that if thev have to suffer the indignity
of being compelled to apply to the Com-
missioner, they shall not be elassed as natives
when they are white men with white hlood
and living as whites.

AMr. Marshall: Tt is absolutely vidienleus.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: With that last
piece of legislation, we introduced a system
of control of natives in this Stafe that has
not a vestize of sense in it. The worst thing
of all was introduced by regulation, and
when the regulations are laid on the
Table—

Mr. Cross: How long do you think they
will lie on the Table?

Hon., C. G. LATHAB : When the vegula-
tions are laid on the Tahle of the Flouse, T
propose to move that they be disallowed.
The partienlnar rvegulation to which T am
now taking cxception is that dealing with
the registration of missionaries. I do not
think that anyvwhere thronghout the world,
for a very long period, has a minister of
religion had to apply to a government for
registration hefore being able to preach the
gnspel to the people,

The Minister for Mines: Neither do they
have to under the regulatinns.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is the in-
formation that has reached me, in a num-
her of letters.

The Minister for Mines: Theyv have writ-
ten fo me, too.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: If the Minister
for Mines is aware of the position it is about
time he gave the public some information non
the point.

The Minister for Mines: The Commis-
sioner has done so fime affer time.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T shall he glad to
know that these men do not require to have
a license,

The Minister for Mines: Not to preach
the gospel.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Every chureh in
this State, as far as T know, believes other-
wise, unless different advice has been given
within the last week or 0. The churches
have written in protest, and asked this side
of the House to disagree with the regula-
tions.

The Minister for Mines: They have writ-
ten to me asking the same thing.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I should think
they would. It is about time the Govern-
ment announced that it was pever intended
that matters shounld be brought to such a
ridicnlous stage, and that missionaries
should be registered to preach the gospel.
In some parts of my electorate theve are
girls Delonging to the Australian Inland
Mission who are doing a wonderful work.
They ave not ouly nursing these people but
preaching the gospel and making them bet-
terr citizens. There is not o man who has
not some religious touch in him. If there
is, he eannot elaim that he is worth worry-
ing abont, because we arc all better if we
have a spark of religion in us. It does not
matter what the religion is, so long as it is
religion. The Australian Inland Mission
nurses to whom I have referred, ave instruet-
ing these young folk and doing a very good
serviee, They are also edneating the children
and looking afier them when fhey are sick.
We should encourage them in every way
posstble, It is costing the Government
nathing, but if we put through interfering
regulations such as T have heen advised are
in operation, their work will he hampered.
Such regulations should he disallowed by
this House. As a matter of fact, I think
it is about time we reorganised the depart-
ment and put someonc in control with a
better knowledge of the subjeet. I had
hoped that in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech
the Government would have attempted to
rectify a mistake made in the dying hours
of the last session by an amendment {o the
Bread Act. After having vead it, I contend
that there has never been a greater swindle
put on the publie than that piece of legis-
lation, When a person goes to buy an
article he is entitled to get the weight of
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the article he pudehases, but under the exist-
ing Bread Act, that is impossible. T blame
the Govermment for the position that has
been created, beenuse it forced that legisla-
tion through without giving members an
opportunity te kuow its contents. I admit,
of course, that I might have heen able to
acquaint myself with the details, but I do
not think I need repeat what happened.
After T teft the House other members asked
for an adjournment for a time and it was
not granted, so that we have a piece of legis-
lation on the statute book that says that the
only time bread can be weighed is after the
dough is formed, one short period of an
honr between the time it is moulded and
the time it is put into the tin. I know
enongh of the trade to be awnre of that.
I cannot imagine an inspector travelling
round the bakeries and weighing the dough
in that time. When an inspector weighs
the dough of one loaf he then has to vecovd
that weight as being the average weight of
12 Joaves which he happens to be examin-
ing, If that is the case, what is there to
prevent the bakers from cutting a piece off
the loaf and putting it on again afterwards?

The Minister for Mines: 1t is dishonest.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM :: What is the legis-
lation for? To show lhow hastily it was
passed, I obtained from the Clovernment
Printer a copy of the Aet. It is what might
be termed now a consolidation.  Section 18
provides—

Any person who—

{1) Sells, exposes, vr offers for sale any

bread not stumped in aceordanee
with Seetion four.
Section 4 of the principal  Aect  was

deleted by the last amending Act. The Act
is now such an abortion as far as the law

is  concerned that the Crown Law
oflicers

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! T draw the
hon. member’s attention to the Standing

Orders, which do not permit of any offen-
sive references heing made to a statute. The
hon. member must be more eareful.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM : Yes, Mr. Speaker.
The Crown Law officers have made this
addendum to the Aet:—

The provisions of this paragraph are now
obsolete, us Section four referred to was re-
pealed by Aet No. 49 of 1937.

I am sorry T made
M, Speaker,
3]

an offensive remark,

Mr. SPEAKER: You offended against
the Standing Orders.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have considered
the word I used and, while I bow to your
ruling, I still do not admit it is offensive.

Mr. SPEAKER: “Abortion,” it is not a
verv nice term.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: It may not be a
very pleasant term, but the dictionary

Mr. SPEAKER: If applied to a statute,
the term is objectionable,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Very well.

The Minister for Works: You meant it to
be offensive,

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Probably I did.
That is probably the only ofience I gave to
the Speaker. As I say, this legislation wus
drafted so hurriedly that the person who
was responsible for it was unable even to
consider the Act then in existence. e de-
leted a seetion of the previous Act without
making provision for it in the subsequent
legislation. A person in the old days was
able to buy a 1-b., 2-lb, or 4-b. loaf of
bread and get correct weight, and he should
be able to do so to-day. No provisiou is
now made for the weighing of bread. As
for the tale that a person will now get &
better-baked loaf of greater weight, T say
the man whoe was dishonest before the pass-
ing of this amendment Act will prohably be
dishonest still, The bread we are being
served with to-day is no better than it was
previously. May I point out to the Govern-
ment that when private wmembers introduce
legislation, it is the Government's duty to
see that officials ebeck it with legislation
already in foree? We have found that Aets
have been passed by both Houses of Parlia-
ment which affect other Acts of Parliamunt
in such u way as to make those Aets prae-
tically useless. This has ocenrred during the
past two or three vears. It is a diffieult
matter for a layman to follow Acts of Par-
linment, so when private memberz intro-
doce Bills the Government should have then
cavefully serutinised by its officers. During
the period I have mentioned there has been
wot one word from Ministerial meinbers
either confirming or disagreeing with the
action of n private member in introducing
a Bill, The laws of the ecountry ave very
serious. Some of these Aets that have been
passed have been so worded that when they
have come before a magistrate for interpre-
tation, he has been unable to determine their
meaning.  As a matter of fact, a private
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member otten introduees a Bill to make clesr
what has already passed both Houses of
Parliament. I would now like to deal with
the embargo on the export of jron ore, hut
in view of the nofice of motion in regard lo
this matter, I presume you, Mr. Speaker,
would rule me ont of order if T were to
do so.

The Minister for Works: Go on with it

Hon. €. (¢, LATHAM: 1 propose to pass
now to a matter that has caused eoneern not
only to members of Parlinment, but to the
public genervally. I refer to what is known
as the recent Collie coal mining dispute. |
think it well to mention some matters hat
led up to the dispute. About Mareh or
April of last year, an award was made by
Mr. President Dwyer dealing with the Collie
coal industry. Mr. President Dwyer sprat
much time in investigating the complainis
of the workers in the industry. While 1
sometimes disagree with the awards of the
Arbitration Court, T will go so {ar as to say
that it would he ditlicult to find a man who
knows wmwore ahout industrial matters than
does Mr. President Dwyer, He went to
Collie and put in much fime investigating
the dispute in every way possille.  He then
made an award.

The Premicr: When was that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Sowme thue last
year,

The Premier: He was on leave all la-t
vear,

Hon. ¢, G. LATHAM: [t wos the year
before last.  Affter the award had heen
existenee for 12 months, AMr. President
Dwyer being away, a depnty president of
the court was appointed. The Collie winers
made an applieation to the court for a fre-h
award and the deputy president appointed

Mr. Wallwork., or rather the Government
did——
My, Wilson: You are wrong.

Non. ¢. 6. LATHAM: My, Wallwerk
made an investigntion, anyhow.

Mr. Needham: Keep guessing!
wet o direetly,

How. .k LATITAM : As a vesnlt of his
investigation, an award was made,

The Minister for Mines: Yon are wrong
there.

Hon. ¢, G. LATHAM: I am trying to
think of the name of the oflicer who was
ntade chainnan of the board.

Mr. Wilson: Mr. Wallwork.

You will

Hon. €, G. LATEHAM: He wa= appointed
an industrial eomnissioner. He was a mem-
ber of an industrial board that was ap-
pointed under Seetion 107 of the Industrial
Arbitration Aet to investigate the dispute.
T find, Mv. Speaker, that I have nverstepped
my notes. An award had been in oporation
for 12 months. It lad ecaused a eortain
amount of dissatisfaction and an appliea-
tion was made for a fresh award. Mr. Wall-
work was then appointed chairman of the
hoard. He was at Bunbury at the time of
hiz appointment. He inquired into the dis-
pute and made certain recommendations.
The new president then made an award,

The Minister for Employment - What new
president?

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: The Avting Presi-
dent.

The Minister for Employment : No.

Hon. (. G. LATHAM: Thar 15 ihe infor-
mation T have. However, lot me lead up to
the position ns it now is.  An award hal
fallen due at the begimming of this year, or
about May, | think.

The Minister for Employvment: Tt had
been in operation for mere than 12 months
an! was therefore capable of amtendmont.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The award had .o
vran for 12 months before it vould le
amended, and it had run 12 months. MM
President Dwyer, on his return, made a
fresh award. A report wax made to Mr.
President Dwyer, and he made an award.

The JMinister for Employment: Exeepl
that some recommendations of the hoard
were not endorsed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That ix the po~i-
tion, I remember it now. After this award
was wade by Mr. President Twyer, an awi-
tation arose at Collie against it, Evidently
the Minister for Labour became very wor-
vied. To pacify the eoal miners he did =owe-
thing whieh has never been dome hefore.
The dispute was the subject of a matler
which was settled by an award. beeanse it
affected wages and the houys o labour.
The Minister found there wax a disagree-
nent, and used Section 164 of the Act to
appoint a Commissioner to mvestigate the
tronble at Collic. The House onghit to know
that, whilst¢ I do not agree with all that has
been said in vespect to the matter, the Minis-
ter had no power to do what he did. Of
course he had power to appoint a commis-
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sioner, but he had no power to over-ride an
award of the Arbitration Court.

The Minister for Employment: I did not
over-ride any award.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: He had no power
to do so. There is no appeal against an
award of fthe Avbitration Court to any
superior authovity, It would be wrong for
the Minister to appoint a commissioner and
give him power thai the Act has never pro-
vided for.

Fhe Minister for Employment: The only
power the Minister has is to appoint a com-
missioner.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : I will tell the Min-
ister what he did after that. I wounld refer
to a statement made by him and which ap-
peared in the “West Ausfralinn” on the 30th
July, 1938. It is as follows:—

On what authority does the ‘‘West Aus-

tralian’’ base its sweeping statement that Sec-
tion 189 of the Act is unimportant or com-
paratively unimportant? The object of that
section is to have disputing parties in industry
called together under the chairmanship of a
conciliation commissioner for the purpose of
attempting mutually to settle their differences
and thus maintain industrial peace and lar-
mony,
That is all right, provided an award of the
court, that is in operation, is not upset. If
that is the case, then people are acting as a
court of appeal. That is where the Minister
was wrong. He wenf on to say—

The ‘‘clear legal intention’’ of the section
is that the Minister for Labour may appoint
@ concilintion commissioner in an attempt to
prevent any threatened impending or prob-
able industrial dispute, or settle any industrial
dispute, and may make such appointment not-
withstanding that any lock-out or strike may
exist. Those are words which nectually appear
in the seetion. If words mean anything, those
used in the section surely mean that the Min-
ister was empowered to appoint a commis-
sioner to deal with the industrial dispute that
was threatening at Collie, The power of the
Minister begins and ends with his action in
appointing a commissioner,

The Minister said he had the advice of
the Crown Law officers. No one would ohject
to his getting that. I want to know whether
he had their adviee to do what he eventually
did. Actually what happencd wag that Com-
missioner MeVee, an inspector wnder the
Mining Act, reported to the board that he
had, in the eourse of his deliberations with
the company and the workers, agreed to
alter the award. That iz where he was

wrong. He increased the wages, although
the award had already fixed them and they
had to stand for 12 months.

The Minister for Employment: He was
empowered to do that only hecause both
parties had agreed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is the weak
reply of the Minister. Why did they agrec?
The cmployers would not have agreed, but
for a clause in the agreement, a copy of
which the Minister was good enough to sup-
ply to me. If the employers had had to hear
the additional cost themselves ithey never
would have agreed. Fortunately, there is a
clause in the agreement entered into befween
the Amalgamated Collievies and the Com-
misstoner of Railways dated the 3rd August,
1934, which enables them to pass on such a-
charge. This clause says—

The price of coal ghall be subject to adjust-
ment in accordance with the terms of the agree:
ment in respect to basic wage variations.
In the deed of agreement or award made by
Mr. Justice Davidson there is such a provi-
sion. The words I have quoted were in the
award made by him. Similar words are also
found in the agrecment made between the
Amalgamated Collievies and the Commis-
sioner of Railways.

Mr. Wilson: When was that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: On the Jvrd Janu-
arv, 1034.  Clause 13 of that agrecment
provides—

The price stated in the tender is based on
the mining rate and econditions now current
at Collie and any increase or decrease in the
present cost of production duc to changes made
by the Government or other competent author.
ity, of whatever kind, which enter into the
cost of production or preparation of the said
coal shall he added to or deducted from the
price herein fixed,

Mr. Wilson: What about the other com-
pany?

Hon., C. (. LATHAM: The other com-
pany has the same provision. In the Grif-
tin Coal Mining Company's agreement, en-
tered into on the 18th February, 1937,
with the Commissioner of Railways, Clanse
12 provides —

The price stated in Clause 6 hereof is based
on the mining rate and conditions now current
at Collie, and any increase or decrease in the
present cost of production due to changes made
by the Government or other competent author-
ity, of whatever kind, which enter into the cosi
of production or preparation of the said eonl,

shall be added to or deducted from the price
herein fixed.



The result of the action taken by the Miu-
ister is that the Commissioner of Railways
has to pay an additional priee for his coal.
We ean always be genervous if we are re-
presenting a particular firm, and get to-
sether with some other firm and have a
quarrel and agree to pass on the cost to
somehody else. No award affeets only two
sections of the eommunity, the employver
and the employee. Someone else is affeeted,
and that is gencrally the consuming public
which has to pay.  There is no eredit in
being generons in that way. Mre. Presi-
dent Dwyver refused to allow MMy, MeVee
to he made a court of appeal. That is hox
I view it. Me said, ‘I refuse to allow
anyone to wterfere with an award I have
made. The Act savs the award shall stand
for 12 mounths, and from that award there
is no  appeal. Bnt  the Covernment
appointed a man who allowed the mine
workers to appeal to him, te over-ride the
award.””  Quite rightly the President zaid,
“T am not going to allow this, and there-
fore T will not make it. T have alreads
investizatod the matter, and T contend that
the decision T have avrvived at is the eor-
reet one.’’ Who was wrong?

The Minister for Employment. e
apologised in the ““West Ausliralian®’ of
the 19th July.

Hoen. C. . LATHAM: He apologised for
saying that it was not within the Mlinis-
ter’s right to nppoint a commissioner. That
is within the power of the Minister. Tow-
ever, I wish to point out the danger of
this sort of thing. If the Arbitration
Court is to be in the hands of the political
party in power, a very dangerous prece-
dent will e set up. Let us make no mis-
take nbont that. Tn this Chamber cham-
pions of the Labour movement for years,
for longer than I have heen here, have up-
held this legislation. I refer to the men
whe huilt up the Labour movement, and
huilt it np pretty sehidly too. They were
responsible for the introduetion of the
Jegislatinn, and never once, up to the pre-
sent, has it been ahused. I ean pieture the
members of the Ministry now on the Trea-
sury beneh telling the Chamber that it was
not the function of JParliament to fix
hours of lahour or to fix the price of bread,
that an authority had heen set up in this
Rtate to do that, and that it was the right
and the work of that authority alone. That
was sound adviee to tender to this Cham-
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her. While I do not subseribe fo many of
the views of Labour, I bave always sub-
scribed to that one. JMembers of this
House ean he as honest as possible in their
ideas, without heing competent, collee-
tively anyhow, to deal with such matters.
Therefore we have always taken the stand
that one Industrial Arbitration Court, one
properly qualified eourt, should be set up
to deal with wages and hours—only one
court, not two or three courts—and that
for the purpose of assisting the court in
the event of congestion provision should
be made for the delegation of the court’s
powers cither by the court itself or by the
Minister administering the Industrial Ar-
hitration Aet. Yet we now have a Minis-
ter who comes along into the movement at
the last minute and overrides all the gond
work that has been done by past cham-
pions  of  the Labour movement of
Western  Australia. I venture to sav
that if the elause T have just read
iul net been in the agrecment hetween the
coal mining companies and thé Commis-
sioner of Railways, those eompanics wonld
never have agveed to the decision. Tho
Minister has fold every politienl party, “If
at any time you feel that you have a griev-
anee or that wages are foo high, or else too
low, ail vou have to do 15 fo inveke Section
169 of the Industrtal Arbitration Aet and
cause a hit of friction so as to induce the
operation of that section, and then you will

he able to find a way out.” A very
dangerous precedent bas been zet up.  The

section was never intended to be used for
that purpose,

The Premier: For what purpose was it
put there?

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: T can cusily fell
the Premier that. One case is where fhere
15 no award governing the Industry. A
seeond ease is where something not governed
by the award is in dispute. Many things
might occur.  The miners might suddenly be
forced to work in wet places not provided
for in the award,

The Minister for Employment: The courd
itself ocan deal with all those cases.

Hen. C. G. LATHAM: Of couvse the
court can, and so ean the Minister. The
court could have done what the Minister did
in this instanee., But what we have always
maintained, and rightly maintained, is that
when an award i1s made hy a competent
authority, that award shall stand for 12
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months, so that it may be given a fair trial.
I1f at the end of 12 months it cannot he
fitted in, there may be a new award.

Mr. Wilson: They did it for more than 13
months.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: A new award was
made last May,

Mr, Wilson: No, there was not.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: As far as my
memory serves me, a new award was made
in February or March or May.

Mr. Wilson: Your memory is wrong.

The Premvier: The award was amended in
May.

The Minister for Employment: May of
this year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. The mem-
ber for Collie (Mr. Wilson) is nearly always
right, but on this occasion T am right and
he is not. I checked it up. The court made
all the alterations it thought right to make.
That is what happened.

The Minister for Hmployment: Only to
the extent to which the award was made,

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: So far as the new
conditions justified alterafions. We started
to play with the Industrial Arbitration Act
in the eold-mining employees' dispute. Onee
a start is made with playing with such Aects,
a great responsibility is thrown on Minis-
ters. T am sorry that the men appointed to
look after the welfave of the workers in this
Gtate should violate the law.

The Minister for Emplovment: There was
ne law violated.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I say there was.
The Minister overrode an award made hy
the Arbitration Court.

The I’remier: No,

Hon. . (. LATHAM: These people got
iogether nnd said they would agree fo a cor-
tain thing. They then submitted the matier
to the Avbitration Court, which said, “We
will not agree o this” Thereapon the
Minister =aid, “If vou will not agree to this,
[ will do it.”

The Mintster for Fuployment: We said
we woull refer the question to a commis-
sioner.

Mr. Marzhall: What will you do when
you get into power? You starfed this in
1930, when you instrueted the Arbitration
Court to go below the hasie wage to the ex-
tent of:

Hon, (. G. LATHAM: Parlawment
nothinz of the sort.

did

Mr. Marshall: You have cither a bad or
else a convenient memory. This started with
the Premiers’ Plan in 1930.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T qguote from =z
report published on the 2%h July, 1938— —

The companjes had agreed to accept the

devisions made hy the Conciliation Comntis-
sioner (My, J. McVee), the Government also
hononring them in relation to the sopply and
price of coal.
What does that mean? It simply means
that one party said, “We will give you what
yon want so long as the Government will
give it to us.” The same report of a state-
ment hy the Minister for Labour contains
the following:—

The court considercd the report, and by a

majority decision disallowed several of the
recommendations made, including the major
recommendations.  As  the rejected recom-

mendations provided for increased wages and
improved working conditions for a number of
the miners, thoy were naturally incensed at the
action of the court.

I took the Minister’s word for it when I
said the miners asked for an increase. This
is where T got the information,

Meetings of the men were held at Collie, and
scerious industrial trouble threatened to oceur.
It semething happens that the men do not
like and it is fixed by a court or other instru-
mentality for their benefit, surely they must
abide hy it for the time being, until there
iz an opportunity of amending it. I want
to point out that the Government have no
richt fo interfere with the Avhitration
Court.

The Premier: Qh!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Suppose this had
been done by one of the big firms in Perth,
what would have happened? Is there not
now an inducement for any employees whom
an award docs not smt to start an agita-
tion? Would they not be justified in doing
it? Of course they would be. The Min-
ister for Labour enconrages if, has given
employees an invitation to do it. For what
purpose was the Arbitration Court brought
into existence? Is jt to be set aside now
and disregarded, or are its decisions to he
observed by both parties? In our Indus-
trinl Arbitration Aet we say that we will
set up a ecourt and that an award made by
the court shall operate for 12 months, and
that at the end of the 12 months it may be
amended or re-adopted. But the Minister
says now, “Tt does not matter what your
awards ave; come to me and I will fix the
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matter up.” The Government hns not oh-
served the laws of this country. For quite
a long time it has known that laws bhave
been broken, and has agreed to their being
broken. The licensing laws are one in-
stance, and the gambling lawg another. We
know the things that happen, bat no effort
is made to stop them. I am concerned with
what the public think, what the people we
represent think. What will they say if
Ministers of the Crown do not observe the
Tawt If Parlinment, which makes laws, will
‘not ohserve them, how can it expect the pub-
tic generally to have regard for those laws?
"They will treat the laws with contempt. We
eannot make laws in this House and then
alter them at will outside Parliament.

The Premier: This was all done in nccord-
ance with the law,

Houn. C. G. LATHAM: T say it was not.

The Premier: Oh, very well.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I sav thai very
definitely, and even so, it wounld not have
been possible if the Government had not heen
prepared to find the money to pay for the
coal, That is where I say the Government
is defimitely wrong. What will happen should
a dispute arise with an ounfside frm that
involves danger of a dislocation? Suppose
it takes plaee in eonnection with transport
facilities, what will happen? Will the Gov-
-ernment say, “Even though the award may
preseribe certain things and this iz not a
responsibility of the Governinent, you nced
not worry about the award., Come to us
and we will appoint a commissioner to fix
3t up.”

The Premier: No, but suppose the parties
agree to ahide by the decision of a Comnis-
sioner?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: To me it is most
wextraordinary to hear the Premier say that.
We have an Arbitration Court, which hears
the evidence of hoth sides and comes to a
conclusion. The Premier says that if the
employvers and employces concerned like to
get their heads together for the purpese of
taking more money from the publie, the
Government is prepaved fo enable it to be
done. What will happen in a month’s time
if the Collie miners feel they have a fur-

_ ther grievance?

Mr. Seward: They will get another award.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Are we to have
another commissioner appointed? Ave we
to have another increase in the price of
eonl? Where shall we aet to?

Mr. Wilson: But the Tresident of the
Court advised the men to take this eourze.
Hon. C. G. LATFTAM: Which eonrse?
My, Wilson: The eourse they followed.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 do not know
that the President offered that adviee. 1
ean hardly believe that Mr. President Dwyer,
whom I know slightly, would advise the

workers to ercate an agitation.

My, Wilson: T did not say that. T ve-
ferred to the course thoy took.
Hon. C. CG. LATHAM: T do not know

what eourse they took. They created an
agitation and a dispute, and the Commis-
sioner of Railways got the wind wp and
said, “Don’t o on; I will appoint a cow-
missioner.” Then the Commissioner tendered
adviee to the Minister, and the Minister
said, “I am more powerful than the court,
and T will agree to this” What 1 am eu-
deavouring to de 15 o point out the danger
of unon-observance of the law by the Minis-
ter and by Parliament. Tf we do not abile
by the law, how ean we expeet the people tor
do so? All the democracies of the world
that have failed have fallen becanse of
failure to nbide by the law.  The few ve-
maining democracies in the world are those
of the British-speaking people, Tet ns at
least, while we are custodians of that form
of government, abide by the law: we eannot
do so if we agree to actions sueh az the
Minister took in this instance. I do not
know whether the miners were right: T do
not set mysclf up as competent to adjndi-
eate on that point, To my mind, however,
there are few men more qualified than M.
President Dwyer to determine that question,
and he inquirved into the trouble.

The Minister for Employment: Yes, two
and-a-half years ago.

Hon. . (. LATHAM: So he koew all
about it.

The Minister for Emplovment: Unforiu-
nately he did not understand hiz own award.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Well, the Govern-
went will probably appoint Mr. Dunphby,
one of the valued members of its party, to
determine that. I am sorey that the Covern-
ment saw fit to appoint one of s palitical
partisans to a high positien.

The Premier: Why not? What objection
have yon?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 wounld certainly
object to it when the person so appointed
makes the statement that T note iu the *Wes-
tralinn Workar” of Friday, the 29ih July.
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The Minigier for Mines: 1 am glad you
read a good paper sometimes.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T read guite a
number of papers.  The Government ap-
pointed Mr., Dunphy to a high office in
this State, the position of Crown Solieitor.

The Premior: Do yvou want to make him a
paviah and an outeast?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: No, buf he shonld
be earvetul in his utterances.

The Minister for Lands: Did you not ap-
point Mr. Justice Draper to the judiciary?

Hon. C. G. LATIHAM: Yes, bhut T ean-
not recolleet his ever attending a meeting
of the Nationa) Party and saying anything
like this—

He wontd like it to be nnderstood that
although he wounld not be taking the aetive
part that he had taken formerly, he was mot
lost to the Labour movement .

The Minister for Lands: Why should he
be?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: To continue—

... It would still be possible for him to aw-
fully and rightly assist the movement,

The Minister for Lands: Good.

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: Later on he
said—

They had always known where he had stood
in the past and they would know where he jn-
tended to stand.

What did M. Dunphy mean by that? Did
bhe mean that he would give political con-
stderation te matters?

Government members: Oh!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Tt is not so many
years ago that, when a Minister was ap-
pointed, one of the senior officers offered
him adviee to keep a stiff uppev lip when
approaching the Treasury, and we had fo
listen to that week after week. e did not
gay what his polities were, nor did he say
that he wounld give consideration fe the
politics he hield.

The Minister for Mines: Dunphy did not
say anything of the sort.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Yos,

The Minister for Mines: You are usnally
fair, and that is not fair.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: But T have read
what he said.

The Mimster for Mines: Read it as you
like: vou eamnof read that into it

Hon. C. (. LATHAM: This iz what he
said—

They had always known where he had stood
in the past, and they would know where he in-
tended to stand.

3>

The Minister for Lands: What is wrong
with that?

Member: Only his polities.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: When a mam
ovcupies such a position as that of Crowm
Solicitor, he should forget hizs polities. Gen-
erallv speaking, I have alwavs found that
we have had little to fear from our officers”
polities in this State.

The Minister for Mines: And you have
little to fear from this officer, too,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I hope I am
wrong. When I looked at Mr. Dunphy’s
photograph, I came to the conclusion that
this must have been a youihful indiscretion.
That was the only excuse I could advance
for such an utterance.

Ar. Raphael: Have you never
cuilty of a youthfnl indiscretion?

Hon, C., G. LATHAM: T think it is re-
arettable that he should have gone to the
Trades Hall and given utterance to such =z
vouthful indiseretion. I hope this will not
give rise again to any charge of politieal
hias, or that sueh a eharge will ever be
levelled against us when we «it on the Gov-
ernment side of the House.

The Premier: We did not go to him ir
this instance.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T am glad to know
that the Government did not do so. That:
i5 one thing for which I will give the Gov-

heemrr

cenment  eredit—the Government did not
avail itself of the offer.
The Premier: We went to the Senior

Crown Law officer.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Whoever it was,
T say with my knowledge of ihe Arbitration
Court—I confess it is not very great, but
nevertheless I have a certain amount of
commonsense which enables me to inferpret
the position—the Government was certainly
wrong in doing what it did. Leaving that
question, and pointing out that the finalis-
ing of this dispute amounted merely to a
charge against the Government itself, I do
not know what the additional cost will be,
hat it will have to be horne by the Treasury.
T am pleased to note that the Government
intends to o something at last regarding
vouth employment. After five years of
waiting for something to be done I would .
aquote the words of the Minister for Employ-
ment by saying, “Probably it is a very good
clection hait.” He said that the “TWest
Australian” was making mueh of the Collie
coal miner’s case for election purposes.
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This is the last of the States to deal with
youth employment; every other State has
dealt with it. About five years ago an
appeal on behalf of youth was made to the
public that met with eonsiderable response.
Yet, so far as I know, nothing has been
done for the youth of the State apart from
erceting one or two buildings. Whatever
else is done, T hope we shall give youths an
opportunity of receiving some voeational
training, We frequently have the Minister
for Lands interjecting, “Well, what would
you do?’ I am going to state in anticipa-
tion of such an inferjection, that it is not
for us to submit a poliey. The gentlemen
on his side of the House have been placed
in charge of affairs and they are the people
to put up a poliecy. Nevertheless, we have
waited five vears, and no policy has been
enunciated. The Government shounld get
busy immediately. The number of enses of
Juvenile delinqueney reported in the Press
seems to be greater than formerly. I do not
know whether delingueneies of youth are
to-day given more publicity than in the past,
but it certainly is surprising how many
cascs come before the court. T do not think
that our boys aud girls are naturally had;
the eause of the trouble is that they are idle.

The Minister for Mines: Nine out of fen
arve under 14.

Hon, C. ¢, LATHAM: No, they are nat.

The Minister for Mines: They are school-
boys.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The Minister is
making me inquisitive. We will ask for a
return and ascertain the ages of the vounths
hrought before the court during the last 12
months.

The Minister for Justice: Some are only
nine years of age.

TYon. C. (. LATHAM: Some are, I know.
Some of them have not dome anything
wrong; they are brought before the court
because they are neglected children. I
am not referring to these children. There
is muell good in the boys and girls that
are taken before the court. 1f they had
some uscful ocenpation or some kind of
training, there would be no need for them to
appear before the ecourt. Let me here say
that I must admire the Government for some
things. During the next four or five months
I suppose it will be busy throwing out baits
to the clectors. One of the most beauntiful is
the five-day week for eivil servants. For
several vears the Labour Party has been in

power in this State, and just before an elee-
tion it decides to offer these people Sutur-
day off. Why not be generous to the Civil
Service? Why not say, “We will give you
Saturday morning off because we believe
little work is done on Saturday morning.”
The publie deals with departments not on
Saturdays but during the rest of the week.
Why not elose the offices altogether?

The Premier; They will be cventualiyv.

Hon. C. G LATHAM: This is the frst
step. As the Premier is going out with his
Government, he deeides to offer a five-day
woek.

The Minister for Mines: He is not offer-
ing; he has done it.

Hon. C. G- LATHAM: Nof yet. This is
the position: He says, “Get together, lads,
tell us whether you want Saturday off or
not.”  Naturally enough, they said, “We
want Satuvday off,” and, as in other eases,
the publiec pays.

The Premier: We will save money on it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : T think we should
tell them what ounght to be done. We should
say, “Come back and keep the same hours a=
hefore and still knock off on Saturday.”
Nobedy works at ten to nine in the morning.
At that time the mail has.not been delivered.

The
mail.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Nine o'clock is the
hour they start work.

The Premier: They work carlier.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : If it i= a guestion
of voto-eatehing, we conld give these people
Saturday morning off and let them have the
same hours as they have to-day. Why
shewld not we come out on this vote-catching
bait? The Premier has started it.

The Premier: I have not.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM:
have, very definitely.

The Premier: I would not be a party to it

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The trouble is
that the Premicr does not keep a cheek on
some of his Ministers, He is letting them
vnn a bit wild. e has been in this House
many years, years longer than I lave, and
would not do anything foolish. I have
alwavs licard leadevs of both sides of the
Iouse, long before I had the chance of be-
eoming a leader, deerying this principle. Tt
is wrong.

The Premier: Yes, it is wrong.

Promier: We do not wait for the

T say that you
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: This House exists
not for our henefit but for the hencfit of the
electors, but we have adopted some des-
perafe methods in vevent years to veturn men
of our own political faith. Net so long ago,
at a Legislative Couneil clection, we had a
memher of Parliament with a number of
cards in his hand who went around eanvass-
ing his disirict to get people’s names on the
roll. He did not cven witness their signa-
tures in their presence; he did that in this
House.

The Minixter for Lands: I saw a Country
Party member of Parlinment handing out
cards on eleetion day near a hooth.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is a serious
offcnee.  One good thing is that it was not
1. and T do not think it was any member on
this side of the House, cither.

The Minister for Lands: I will say it was
not.

Tlon. ¢ G. LATHAM: I think we ought
to tell the public that this House exists for
their henefit. Tt is fheir responsibility to
see that the cloctoral laws ave a reasonable
set of Taws, and that they are observed. The
Government should find wmoney to ensuve
that pcople vompelled by law to have their
names on the roll are enrolled. That should
not he a function of members of Parliament,
who should not he asked to degrade them-
s¢lves hy ooing from house to house to eol-
lect namez. If I bhad my way, T shonldl
have a heavy fine imposed on persons guilty
of that sort of thing.

Mr. Raphael: Where is the degradation?
If yeu are willing to have people sclect you
as their representative in Parliament, you
should be willing to call on them.

Hon, €. G, LATHAM: If a person goes
aromnd saving., T want to get intn Par-
Ttament beeausze T want to be there,”’ he
is adopting a wrong pringiple.  The poiut
i= that we should represent the pcople he-
cause they consider that we ave the best
representatives available to them.

Mr. Cross: Hear, hear!

Hon. ¢, G. LATHAM: There are many
men in this House who have never resorfed
to that.

The Minister for Mines: Do you say
that a membher should not put people on
the roll in hiz awn district if he has a de-
sire to do =0?

Hon. €. (. LATHAM: The law provides
that every person of the age of 21 whe

has the qualifications shall have hiz name
placed on the roll, and the responsibility is
his. [t a person decs not comply with the
law, the wmember who goes to his house
and says, *‘Let me have your card,’’ is en-
cowraging that person to break the law.

The Minister for Mines: He is savinr
the person from being fined.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: Why would he be -
fined ?

The Minister for Mines: For not hoving
his name on the rvoll.

Lon. C. G. LATHAM: For not eomply-
ing with the law. 1 hope the fime is not
for distant when we shall lind sufficient
money to keep the rolls up to date through
the activities of oflicers responsible for the
work, and not through members of Parlia-
ment. Undoubfedly the other prineiple is
wrong. Suppose I started eanvassing in
my electorate, and hecause I knew a man
had no political use for me, I collected his
card and threw it on one side. I have
heard it said—nnd so has the Minister—
that T have left people off the roll because
their polifics were not the same as mine.

The Minister for dMines: Do vou zay I did
that?

Hon. C. G.
heard it said.

The Minister for Mines: No; I would
shut wy cars to such a thing.

Hon. . & LATHAM: That is tanta-
monnt to the Minister’s admitting that he
has heavd it said. T do not think for one
moment that the Minister has done 1it, hut
there are many in this House who may
have done it. They have brought cards
and had them witnessed heve, when the
Iaw says they shall be witnessed in the
presence of the people eoncerned.

Hon, P. 1. Ferguson: That is the point.

Hon. €. . LATHAM: The publie should
he profected, and I am going to see, so
far as T possibly ean, that thevy are pra-
teeted. We should consider this matter.
Tt should be rralised that Parliament does
not exist for members of Parliament. Tf
we are roing to play willy-nilly with elec-
tors zenerally, we shall bring this Fouse
into eontempt. There ean be no alterna-
tive. Even to-day, despite the number of
people that are sick and tired of our con-
=titutional form of government, folk are
being advised in the wrong direction.

The Premier: Of what is this apropoes?

LATHAM: XNo, you have
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Hon.'C. G. LATHAM: Of this habit of
members of Parliament getting electors’
names placed on the roll when it is not
their function to do so. T hope, of course,
that the Government will not throw ont
baits. If, after five years the Government
can show the people that it has done gownt
service theu, if the people refurn it to
power, I shall be one whe will have no re-
grets.  If, however, it is o question of utit-
ing the public, then others ean play that
game; but to do se would only be letting the
public down., As the mounthpiece of the
Country Party, T can say that never at any
time have we tried to scenre support in that
way.

Mr. Raphael: What about Sir James
Mitchell's “Work for all”? We had that
battle-cry.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: Never onee have
we done it, and I do nof want it to be done
now. If ir i3, then wé are all heading for
trouble. We cannot afford to do it. The
existing conditions of this State are such
that we must very cavefully husband our ve-
sources. We bhave responsibility to thoese
engaged in industry and to those looking for
employment. If we all turn our attention
#o these matters, then this side of the Iouse
will help the Government, but it will not
help the Government if it makes irrespon-
sible promises that cannot be fulfilled. YWhy
was not the matter of superannunation dealt
with two years ago, instead of its being
brought up immediately before an election?
The publie servants have not asked for it.

The Premier: They asked me for it

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They do not do it
asually.

The Premier: After the Pablic Service
Commniissioner recommended it.

Hon. C. G. EATHAM: That is usually
the case. If T were to offer them an extra
10s. o week, of ecourse they would come
along and ask for it. It scems to me some-
thing like an election promise, and 1 object
1o clection promises. It is a bait.

The Minister for Mines: A bait to eatch
fish.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM : The 3Minister will
probably catech some. He is young in office
and we shall see what he will do. He was
not very good to me the only time I went to
see him. What other legislation does the
Government propose to bring forward?
From the.Specel, I sce the Government pro-
poses to deal with fair rents, firearms and
<uns, industrial arbitration, workers’ com-

pensation, the Municipal Corporations Aci,
the Navigation Act, land and income tax,
State insurnnee and superannuation, A
start was made with superannuation during
the last session of Parliament. What hus
the Government done about it. Is it going
to give the railway employecs superannua-
tion or is it going to make more promises?
Then the Government proposes to legislate
in regard to university buildings (Agricul-
tural College), the Sealfolding Act, Profitcer-
ing Prevention Aect, Burean of Industry anil
Feonomie Researeh and Workers' Homes.
Some of these matters are departinental
and will have to be given elfect, Some of
them are brought ferward merely at the be-
hest of the Trades Hall,

The Prenvier: No.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: As we read it, it
comes s a dietate from the Trades Hall.

The Promier: If vour pariy had passed
some of this legislation, we would have o
very short session this year,

Hon. C. G. LATIIAM: We will have a
pretiy long one. We will be here till Feh-
raary ar March, We are anxious to give
vou, Mr. Spenker, with all due respeet, a
good opportunity. On Thursday last the
member for Fluunans {(Mr. Leahy) spoke
about workers’ homes. In eommon with all
goldficlds members, he eomplained in this
House about the high renfs charged for
houses on the goldfields. 1 agree with him.
[ think no man shonld be asked to pay an
amount greater than one day's wages ag rent
for hiz howe.” I have argued that all the
time I have heen in this Honse. The mem-
ber for Hannaus said that people on the
coldfields were paying high rents for ram-
shaekle places. A Fair Rents Bill will not
improve the position. After all, there must
he an insuffieient number of houses on the
voldficlds. That is the first point.

Mr. Raphael: What about the houses in
the metropolitan area?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If there are in-
sufficient houses, then the Government
should bmild additional workers' homes.

The Premier: And spend all the money
in that way.

Hon. C. (. LATHAM: The eity gets
everything. The eountry, and I include the
eoldfields, gets very little.  The country is
entitled to better treatment. The Govern-
ment would have my support for any pro-
posal to erect n cheap, comfortable type of
house on the goldfields. That, T think,
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would be the hest way to bring down ihe
high rents now being charged there. .\p-
pavently, houses ave not a profitable invest-
ment on the goldficlds; otherwise people on
the goldfickls with money would invest it
in cottages for letting purposes.  The Gov-
ernment should not huild the =ume class of
house on the goldfields as it builds in the
metropolitan area.  The people in the metro-
politan area build rather expensive houres,
The Government could, however, provide the
peaple on the goldfields with comfortable
weatherboard homes, properly lined, at a
rental they can atford to pay. It is no good
complaining and then =axing a Fair Rents
Act will overeome the difliculty, Tt will not.
Tt would probably have the effect of stop-
ping the building of louses and so over-
crowding would follow. No one wants over-
erowding: we have plenty of land, goodness
knows. [ have taken up the time of the
House louger than I expeeted; but T do
hope that I have to some cxtent misjudged
the Government, To start vying with ecach
other to win popularity in the wayx I have
indieated s unwise, Such a conrse will not
benefit the publie generally, nor will it do
ns much good.

Ou motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourncd et 848 p.m.
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The PRESIDEXNT took the chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—HARBOURS, AMOUNTS
VOTED.

1o, G. B. WOOD asked the Chief Sce-
retary: What is the total amount voted by
Parliament for each of the following har-
bours since, and including, 1924—(a) Ger-
aldton, (b) Fremantle, {c¢) Bunbury, {d)
Alhany, (e) Esperance?

The CHIEF SECRETARY veplied: (a)
Geraldton,  £801,965. (b)  Fremantle,
£1,064,220. (¢) Bunburx, £303,000. (d)

Albany, £6,000. (e) Esperance, £105,085.

QUESTION—TAXATION, FINANCIAL
EMERGENCY AND HOSFITAL.

1lon. H. SEDDOX asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, What amount was collected frome
the financial emergency tax for cach of the
last six months of the vear ended June,
19387 2, What amount was collected from
the hospital tax during the same months?®
3, What was the amount collected from the:
financial emergency and hospital taxes im

July, 19387
The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:—
Finaneial
Emergeney Hospitud
Tax. Tax.
19:38. £ £
January 60,215 16,456
February 113,012 21,818
March 116,702 24 658
April 119,101 23,404
May 84,806 19,774
June ‘e .. 117,184 24,658
July 638,844 17,285



